York Glass Works

Transcript of an article in the York Herald on 24 September 1910

(From York Explore Archive Y666.1 Apologies for the poor quality reproduction of page 1)
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The manufacture of bottles, and other vessels
gi&gﬁa:s, :as inﬁroduced into this coungry in 1557, but
0t make much progress till about 1690, in ¢
of William III, . e

THE GATE GLASS HOUSE.

The first glasshouse erected in York is mentioned
by Drake in his "Eboracum" (1735). After stating that at
the bottom of Marygate on the west side is a lane leading
to the Almery Garth, he says:

"On the other side of the lane, some few years ago,
was erected a glasshouse which wrought glass for
some time, but the gentleman whose publick spirit
engaged himself to this undertalking being thoroughly
employed in a business of a much nobler nature, he
could not attend to these salamanders as he ought,
who are known to be egreglous cheats without good
looking after; for which reason the matter was let
drop, the house pulled down, and the project left
open for some person of more leisure to pursue it",

A house near the Glasshouse referred to was for
a time used as a Charlty School for Girls, who were lodged,
fed, taught, and clothed, and this school led to the
formation of the York Grey-Coat Girls' Charity School.
Mr. Malcolm Spence points out that this is the house
at the corner of Marygate-lane, of which his sister,
Mrs, Priestman, is the propriefor, and which is now
occupied by Councillor Kenneth E.i. Wilkinson, Naturally
Mr, Malcolm Spence, whose family has been connected with
the Glass industry for several generations, was anxious
to discover the spot on which the first Glasshouse stood,
‘and after much trouble and great research he had the
‘satisfaction of finding the site, which singular to say
1s opposite his own front door in Marygate.

The first introduction of Glass Making into
! 3h.'-1n the zear 1730, at a time when Richard
Burlington, was preparing his plans for the

 York Assembly Rooms, which wera originally
1ington Rooms," The same talented amateur
Burlington, had a few years earlier erected

undeterred by, or perhaps ignorant of
fell the previous attempts to establish
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a Glass Making Industry in York, Mr, John Prince, a
jeweller of this city, decided in 179% to become a

Glass Manufacturer, and to carry out his determination
he purchased about three acres of pasture land in
Fishergate called "Scutt's Close," in the suburbs

of York, and on this land he bullt his Glass
Manufactory. He then took Mr. John Hampston

who also was a jeweller, into partnership, an& this

was the origin of the present Glass Works, which stand
on the same site though now very much greater in extent,

AN HISTORIC SITE,

On the road leading to the village of Fulford,
in a place called Stone-wall-close, once stood the
Priory of St, Andrew. It was founded in 1202 by Hugh
Murdac, who granted and confirmed in perpetual alms to
God, and to the twelve canons, serving God at St.Andrew's
in ﬁishergate Ebor, the Church of the same place, with
lands adjacen&; also the rent of eleven marks ané five
shillings., Likewise the lands at Thorp and Gudemadam.

The Priory had also several other lands, rents,
etc. granted to it at various times, but was surrendered
on the 29th of November, 1538, by the Prior and three monks.
Leland says the Priory stood exactly opposite to the

Nunnery of St., Clement. No remains of the Priory are
now to be seen, but the site on which it stood has been
well established, A portion of the Company's Works are
erected on the site of St, Andrew's Priory.

It is interesting to note that when excavations
were being made in preparation for the erection of an
addition to the Glasshouse Buildings near the Fossi the
workmen came across the lower portion of a substantial
stone wall which ran parallel with the Foss, and which
had evidently been the boundary wall of the Priory, and

bt this has been the origin of the name whi thﬁ
ining had acquired, namaly"Btona-unll-cloae'.
» portion of the ground, near the supposed slte

of St. Andrew, the workmen discovered a
formed of

.rated through the crevices of the flags
ull and a gg}d finger ring or ear-ring.
‘perfect with the exception of a deep hole
f the head. Near to this was also found
n medallion, about two inches &CTOSS,
,.Nnhlesiastieal device, and some fragments
Buildings. -



T A F JLASS COMPAD

John Hampston, soon after the establishment of
the Glass Pactory died, and was succeeded by his son,
but the business does not appear to have prospered, and
at a later period Mr, Hemry Prest bocame a partner but
died in 1 . The Title Deeds descerlbe John Prince as
"Glass Mamufacturer, dealer and chapuman", showing that
he travelled about solling his wares, which in those
da,zg was the ordinary method by which they disposed of
goods,

In 1822, Mr, Charles Priestly became one of
the firm, but he did not make the progress vhich had
boon anticipated, In 1835, Mr, Joseph Spence, a
practical chemist as well as a capable man of fmsinesa,
purchased the property, with the help of a few friends,
of whom one was the grandfather of Mr, Malcolm Spence,
and this was the turning point in the career of the
concern, which was then made into a Company with the
titie of "The York Flint Glass Company", tho members,
of which wore Joseph Spence, James Meek (Crandfather
of the present Recorder of York), Thomas Backhouse,
great uncle of the present Jumes Backhousej Thomas
Price, father of the late Recorder of Yorkj and
John William Brewis, an employea of the previous firm
and who was appointed manager of the Glasshouse,

~ The first meeting of the partners was held
on the 2nd of Octobor, 1835, at which each partner
was requested to pay into the York City and County
Bank the arranged sum of wonaey within one month, and
the second moiety in-tuo months from that date, At
© the next meoting the Board appointed a boole-keeper and
. @& general assistant,

‘" It is interesting to note that Mr, Joseph
‘Bponce gave a fev lectures in the York Institute ot a
time Yorl ‘know 1little or nothing of glass malking,
7 ‘on the platfora some little fireclay
pesj also a little crucible, hoated
aining sufficient glass to wmake a few small
{ch wero made in the presence of the
glasaworker Mr, Spence had brought

Bravis did not live long after the
s Couparny, but died in 1837, and Me,
r. "gl?:mq Baakhouse vithdm'trom the

o then became Messrs, Meelt, Spence & Co,.
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DEVELOPMENTS IH TIIG BUS [HESS s

Shortly after these events, i, Georga
wilsoni a gentlaman of lkeen busines'hubita anﬁ
sciontific knowledgo, who wis Sheriff in 1852 and
Lord Mayor of York in 1859, became u partner.
Alderwvan James Healk, senior, who was Lord Mayor
of York for the third time in 1851, died in 18623
and as nelther Mr, Joseph Speunce or Me, Goorge HWilson
had a son to follow thom in the Manufactory, a Limited
Liability Company was formed in 1864, and Mr, Alfred
Henry Spence (a cousin of the founder of the Coupany
and father of Mr, Malcolm Spence) and Francis lfutchinson
became Jjoint mmglng directors. Joseph Spence died
in 1872, and in 1B20 Francis Hutchinson left the
country and settled in New Zealand, whilst Mr, George
Wilson retired in 109% and died last year,

Mr, Haloolm Spenee has also recently retired
from the position of Gensral Manager, and Mr, Wilson
Clarke, a near relative of Mr. Wilson now holds the
appoin{;ment of secretary and commarcial jolnt manager,
Me., W,W. Languell being the Joint works manager. ifr,
Clarke had by considerable experience in the business,
specially qualified himself for that important position,
and Mr, Langwell has also hadl great exparience both in
England and on the Continent in glass making, including
bottles, table wara, sheet glaas, an? all varleties of
colourea glassoes,

My, Spence had held the position of manager
and secretary of the Company for many years with wiarled
abllity. Ho brought to bear on the management of the
factory a wealth of knowledga not only of the processes,
but of the history of the rise and growth of vhat was
one of England's groatest industries, le bhad wade
extensive original researches into the early history
of glass making in Egypt, Syria, Rowa and iln Europe,
has lectured sevoral times on the suune interesting
subject, and in the course of the lecture has daplcted
on the sereen a view of such # furnice as would be in
use at tho time vhon glass making was first introduced
into England in the reipgn of (ueen Blizabeth, This
was the oldast {llustration of a glass furiace obtulinuble,
It represented men working barofoot; women helping to
blow, ete, ete, Illustrations were also shown of the
York Glass \orks at different puriods showing tha chinney
built in 179%, wnd which was standing until 18753 also




the second furnice Lullt in 1838 I "
. owv the chimnays
¥3V0 diaapnearod. flus balng employed for firing thg
naces Inatead of coal, lle has also shown slides
of glassmalting operations as actunlly carried on at
the Glass Worlks, photographed from 11ife,

The class of goods mamufactured in the aal'ly
days was white glass, chiefly table wara, and at that
time goods were sold by the hogshead to merohants and
hawkers, who caume round and took them away with thewm,

As the {rude in chemists' goods developed, the firm
comuenced to bring their mamifactures bafore the notice
of chemists by mweans of travellers, thereby very lurgoly
inereasing the amount of business, The introduction
of "green flint" glass ulso gave a stiwulus to trade,

Long bafore there were any Government Regulations
for tho stamping of graduated glass measures, the York
Olass Co, realised the importance of having a high
standard of accuracy in these articles, and accordingly
had all their moasures specially tested, and a private
mark placed on each one to show this had been dona,

As a consequence the term "York Measuros" camse to bte
recognised as denoting a measure of the highest quality
and ucouracy. The conmpallyy wera the original patentees
of tha "Phototype" Rocess Label, which marked an important
advance in the labelling of cheumists' bottles, ete., and
which may now be seen on the shelves of most iaad ing
cheunists,

The contrast betuween the character and extent
of tha worlks sixty oxr savenly years ago amd tho present
tima 1s very great. In 110 the whole of the glassware
madae by tho firm was produced by one small furnace,
containing four melting pots, Three powerful furnaces
of the latest typo are now always at work, The works
are gorved by a system of overhead railla, which conveys
coal, as 1t 13 unloaded from barges, direat to the
vafiocus furnaces and bollors, vhere 1t 1s raoquired,
sand and other materials also belng conveyel! to the
places where they aro respectivaely stored,

The property extends over seven acras, of
which the works cover half, The present mamufactures
chie consist of the glassware requlired by chemlsts,
waedical men, hospitals, mseums, laboratories, ete.,
including bottles in ail the varieties used by these

businessas and professions, anatomleal Jars for the




preservation of specimens, retorts, labelled bottles
for chemists' shelves, ornamental Jjars for showing
confectionery and other articles, graduated glass
measures (English and metric), atandnrd glass measures
for the use of inapectors of waights and measures,
and n certain amount of tablewara, such as tumblers,
cruets, and decantorsj railway lonses in all colours
also form an important branch of the business,

Tha firm mamifacture their own fireclay pots,
in which the glass 1s founded, A well equipped mould
malking departmeont turns out all the moulds required
in the mamifacture of bottles,

In early days the imposition of a duty on
glass seriously interfered with the trade of that
commodity, but happily the tax has long since been
rapealed,

Although Mr. Malcolm 8pence has rotired from
the active management of the Glass Works, he still acts
as consulting engineer, and is a member of the Board of
Directors, The family of which he 1s the last male
representative will always be held in grateful remembrance
in York for its successful prosecution of an important -
industry as well as for ita assistance in social,
educational, and philanthropioc worle, and for its
fine example of zealous and loyal ¢ tizenship,

The present composition of the Board is as
followsi- Sir J, Sykes Rymer (Chairman), Maleolm Spence,
John Tatham Ware, Charlea A, Ridgway (Dewsbury), and
G, Wilson Clarke.
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