
Fishergate, Fulford and Heslington Local History Society 

Remembering 1066 and Celebrating the  

Bayeux Tapestry Coming to Britain 
 

Anyone who has seen the Bayeux Tapestry will remember the impact of looking at an 

amazing piece of history and beautiful work of art.  In the autumn of 2026, the Tapestry 

will be put on display at the British Museum - the first time it has been in the country 

since it was embroidered in Canterbury.   

To celebrate the arrival of the Tapestry, we are holding special events to learn about 

the power struggles and historical context of the invasions of 1066, and the huge 

changes arising from the Norman Conquest. 

We have our own local connection to these events.  Just days before William’s 

Norman fleet landed at Pevensey, some 300 ships sailed up the Ouse to Riccall, 

bringing Tostig Godwinson and the Norwegian king Harald Hardrada, to wrestle the 

crown from Harold Godwinson. Tostig and Harald won at Fulford but lost at Stamford 

Bridge.  William triumphed against Harold at Hastings. 

The Normans ruthlessly imposed their power on the country, crushing rebellion in 

Yorkshire with such violence it became known as the Harrying of the North.  Much of the 

countryside was laid to waste and in York, the Minster and much of the city was burnt to 

destruction.  They expunged the Anglo-Scandinavian regime, built castles, and 

undertook the Domesday survey to measure the wealth they now controlled.   

As well as new political power structures, the Normans used religion as a vehicle of 

control and began to build – in stone.  Some 50 years after the Harrying, small timber 

churches such as St Oswald’s in Fulford, were replaced in stone. And work began on 

rebuilding York Minster in great splendour. 

Our expert speakers will explore the huge political, cultural and economic changes 

brought about by the ending of the Anglo-Scandinavian regime and its replacement by 

the Norman-French.  Rather than just talking about the battles, we want to explore why 

these dramatic events happened and the consequent changes which still shape our 

country. 
 

  



Outline of our Bayeux Tapestry Events 

 

30th May, during the Festival of Ideas, we will hold a ½ day conference, led by a 

respected chair (to be announced) with talks by the following expert speakers: 

 

• Dr. Pragya Vohra - Why did Harald Hardrada and Tostig Godwinson invade  

• Dr. Aleks McClain - Resistance and the Harrying of the North 

• Prof. Sarah Rees Jones - Cultural and political change from 1050 to 1150 

 

In the autumn, to coincide with the opening of the Bayeux Tapestry exhibition at the 

British Museum, we will have two further expert speakers on the events of 1066: 
 

19 September - Dr Cristina Figueredo  

The Bayeux Tapestry – ‘The Tragedy of the English’  
 

10 October - Prof. Matthew Townend 

How the battles of Fulford and Stamford Bridge were told in Norse Poetry 

 

Provisional Timetable for the ½ Day Conference 

  9.30 – 9.55 Registration and refreshments 

10.00 – 10.15 Welcome by the Chair 

10.15 – 10.55 Dr. Pragya Vohra - Why did Harald Hardrada and Tostig Godwinson invade 

10.55 – 11.10 Comfort break 

11.10 – 11.50 Dr. Aleks McClain - Resistance and the Harrying of the North 

11.50 – 12.30 Prof. Sarah Rees Jones - Cultural and political change from 1050 to 1150 

12.30 – 1.00 Questions and discussion  

 

All events will be at St Oswald’s church hall in Fulford. 

Further details will be posted on our website: www.ffhyork.weebly.com  

This will be our 10th event as partners to the Festival of Ideas. 

 

http://www.ffhyork.weebly.com/

