
Victoria County History – St Oswald’s Church, New & Old 

 

¶The surviving fabric of the 'old' church, which was replaced in the 19th century, shows that it was 

built c. 1150. (fn. 163) It was acquired by St. Mary's abbey, York, though it is not certain by what means. 

The right to the chapel may have derived from Count Stephen of Brittany's grant of Gate Fulford to the 

abbey c. 1100. (fn. 164) Alternatively it may have derived from Count Alan's grant of St. Olave's church, 

York, to the abbey before 1086, (fn. 165) and certainly after the Dissolution Fulford was dependent upon 

St. Olave's. Neither grant, however, mentions a chapel.  

In the Middle Ages both Fulford and St. Olave's were chapelries dependent upon the abbey. (fn. 

166) Fulford chapel was first expressly mentioned in 1349, when it was dedicated and its yard licensed 

for burial while the plague lasted. (fn. 167) Gate Fulford burials otherwise took place at St. Olave's, a 

custom enforced by the abbey in 1398 after a man had been buried at Fulford. (fn. 168) After the 

Dissolution, however, the churchyard at Fulford was again used, (fn. 169) and at least by the mid 17th 

century baptisms and marriages also took place at Fulford. (fn. 170) It was nevertheless still described 

as a chapelry of St. Olave's in the earlier 18th century. (fn. 171) By the 19th century it was styled a 

perpetual curacy (fn. 172) and by 1872 a vicarage. (fn. 173) 

The township of Water Fulford was equally divided between Gate Fulford chapelry and the parishes of 

St. Paul's, Heslington, and St. Martin's, Micklegate, in York. (fn. 174) The Heslington part corresponded 

to the prebendal estate and the St. Martin's part to the Ros fee. Hugh Annesley, by will proved in 1401, 

and Elizabeth Pindar, by will proved in 1558, asked to be buried respectively in the chancel of St. 

Peter's, Fulford, and in St. Paul's, Water Fulford; (fn. 175) it seems likely that these were references to 

Heslington church, which was formerly dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul. (fn. 176) In 1585 John 

Redman, lord of Water Fulford, was licensed to use Gate Fulford chapel because of the great distance 

of St. Martin's church, (fn. 177) and several Redmans of Water Fulford were later buried in the 

chapel. (fn. 178) A later lord of the manor, Robert Oates, unsuccessfully disputed his liability to pay 

rates to St. Martin's in 1716-22, (fn. 179) and rates were also paid to Heslington in the 18th century. (fn. 

180) 

St. Olave's church was served by a chaplain from St. Mary's abbey, (fn. 181) and some provision was 

presumably made by the abbey for a chaplain to serve Fulford. After the Dissolution a grant of the 

'advowson' of Fulford to the archbishop of York in 1558 (fn. 182) presumably lapsed on the accession of 

Elizabeth I. Subsequently the impropriators provided curates at Fulford (fn. 183) and later presented to 

the vicarage. The advowson passed from the Key family to the archbishop in 1892. (fn. 184) 

The stipend paid to the curate by the impropriator amounted to £6 13s. 4d. in 1650 (fn. 185) and £4 in 

the 18th century. The curate also enjoyed the letting of certain headlands in the open fields, of ground 

called Pickell, and of the churchyard, which increased his income to £8 1s. 6d. in 1727. By 1743, 

moreover, he received a payment for each house and cottage in Fulford, as well as fees and 

offerings. (fn. 186) At inclosure in 1759 John Taylor, lord of the manor, was given an allotment in return 

for undertaking the payment of the curate's stipend, and he was to pay a further £2 a year for some of 

the glebe headlands, which had been incorporated in his allotments. (fn. 187) A payment of £2 2s. a 

year was received under the will of Mary Key, dated 1781, for preaching Good Friday and Ascension 

Day sermons. (fn. 188) The living was augmented from Queen Anne's Bounty in 1746, 1767, 1778, and 

1808, each time with £200, on the two last occasions to meet like benefactions from John Key. In 1813 
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a parliamentary grant of £600 was given to meet a benefaction of £400 from the incumbent, Robert 

Sutton. (fn. 189)Bounty money was used to buy 7 a. in Southcoates (in Drypool), 14 a. in Fulford, 6 a. in 

East Cottingwith, and 9 a. in Huntington (Yorks. N.R.). (fn. 190) The average value of the living was £96 

net a year in 1829-31. (fn. 191) In the early 19th century a payment of 5s. a year was made from Fulford 

to St. Olave's church for 'St. Olave's lights', (fn. 192) but it was stopped in 1873. (fn. 193) The gross 

value of the living in 1884 was about £100 and the net value in 1915 was £160. (fn. 194) Key's 

benefaction for sermons was still received in 1972-3. (fn. 195) 

There was apparently no parsonage house until one was built in 1875 (fn. 196) in Fulford Road, at what 

was later to be the corner of Derwent Road, £1,150 for it being given from the Common Fund. (fn. 

197) It was replaced in 1960 by an existing house near the church in Fulford Road. (fn. 198) 

In the 18th century the curate was non-resident, living in York in 1743 and at Walkington in 1764; in the 

latter year he had an assistant curate, who lived in York. (fn. 199) In 1835 he was also a prebendary at 

Ripon and rector of St. Michael, Spurriergate, in York. (fn. 200) From the 1860s the incumbent resided 

at Fulford and had no other living, though he was chaplain at the barracks; he usually had an assistant 

curate. (fn. 201) 

A service was held each Sunday in 1743, with Holy Communion four times a year attended by 30- 50 

people. (fn. 202) By 1865 there were two weekly services and communion was held ten times a year. 

Communion was celebrated monthly by 1868, twice monthly by 1877, and weekly by 1884. In 1877 an 

additional weekly service was held on Wednesdays. (fn. 203) Three services were held each Sunday in 

1972. After the building of the new church in 1866 the old one was used as a mortuary chapel from 

1871. (fn. 204) Monthly services were held there in 1966,(fn. 205) but in 1973 it was declared 

redundant. Use was also made of an unlicensed chapel in Barrack Street in 1871, and a service was 

held each Sunday and Thursday at a mission room in 1884. The latter was perhaps St. Andrew's 

mission room, Frances Street, at which a Sunday and a weekday service, as well as twice-monthly 

communion, were held in 1894. (fn. 206) It was replaced by a new building in Alma Terrace in 1901, (fn. 

207) which was used until 1955. (fn. 208) 

The 'old' church of ST. OSWALD, in St. Oswald's Road, consists of chancel, nave, and west tower. It 

has been suggested that the nave was built c. 1150 and the chancel added c. 1180, the rubble masonry 

of the chancel being built up against the finer ashlar of the nave. (fn. 209) Two original windows survive 

in the north wall of the chancel and there is a plain 12th-century doorway in the nave. The chancel east 

window, of three lights, dates from the 14th century and two large square-headed windows in the nave 

south wall and a smaller one in the chancel south wall from the 17th. The north wall of the nave has 

been rebuilt without openings.  

The 'steeple' of the church was in decay in 1577 (fn. 210) and the surviving brick tower is thought to 

have been built c. 1795, (fn. 211) when a faculty was obtained to erect a vestry beside the belfry and to 

insert a west gallery. (fn. 212) A faculty of 1809 authorized new pews to be provided and a new pulpit 

erected, (fn. 213) and the plastered ceilings are of the same period, although the roofs may be earlier. 

The church was roofed with fishscale tiles c. 1870 (fn. 214) and there is a lych-gate dated 1890. There 

is one bell. (fn. 215) The interior has been partly stripped of its fittings. 

Burials under the church floor are mostly of members of manorial families, the earliest apparently being 

those of John Redman (n.d.) and John Taylor (d. 1705). The earliest headstone in the churchyard dates 

from 1740. (fn. 216)  
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A new church of ST. OSWALD was built on Fulford Road to replace the old one and was opened in 

1866. It is of stone and consists of an aisled chancel, with north and south chapels, an aisled and 

clerestoried nave, transepts, and south-west tower, originally with a spire. The architect was J. P. 

Pritchett. (fn. 217) A vestry was added in 1875.(fn. 218) The church was burnt out in 1877 but restored 

and reopened early in 1878. (fn. 219) The unsafe spire was removed and the belfry stage of the tower 

rebuilt in 1924. (fn. 220) The 18th-century font was transferred from the old church. 

The plate includes a brass alms-dish of 1708, a silver chalice and paten given by Ann Key in 1768, a 

silver flagon given by John Clifford in 1866, (fn. 221) and several later pieces. There is one bell, made 

by William Blews & Sons of Birmingham in 1869. (fn. 222) The registers date from 1653 but for the 17th 

century they are incomplete. (fn. 223) 

The churchyard at the old church was closed in 1902 (fn. 224) and since the new church had no burial 

ground burials subsequently took place at Fulford cemetery. (fn. 225) Edward Bowdler (d. 1906) left 

£600 to the churchwardens, £500 of it to be used to build a house for the keeper of 'the burial ground'. A 

dispute over where the house should be built was settled in 1910 when it was decided that the parish 

council should erect it at the new burial ground, on condition that the council should maintain the old 

churchyard. The other £100 was invested and the interest used for the upkeep of the Bowdler family's 

graves in the churchyard. (fn. 226) A church hall was built in the grounds of the new church and opened 

in 1960. (fn. 227) 
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