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GREAT WAR 
MEMORIAL 

 

REMEMBERING THE 86 
FORMER PUPILS 

Photograph taken on 9th August 1895, eight days after the school opened, with the Headmaster, 
George Barker on the right and possibly Edward Hope Hawthorne on the left.  Photo courtesy York Explore 



THE SCHOOL CATCHMENT AREA: 
Neighbourhoods and Communities 

 
We have used part of George Washington Bacon’s 1902 map of York to show the areas 
where most of the men on the Fishergate School Memorial lived during their school 
years.  We have divided it into ‘zones’ which are briefly discussed on the next pages, 
with particular reference to the development of these areas from 1850 to 1920.   
A few of the men lived in Fulford Village, which is fully described in our previous volume 
on the Fulford Men. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WALMGATE 

AREA – 20 men 
 

ST LAWRENCE 
STREET – 10 men 

 
HESLINGTON 

ROAD – 21 men 

      

 
FISHERGATE   

14 men 
 

FULFORD ROAD 
 9 men 

 
FULFORD VILLAGE 

3 men 

CITY OF YORK – 5 men, ELSEWHERE – 5men 



THE WALMGATE AREA had been inhabited from the Conquest if not before, but only 
developed as a densely populated area after the railways came to York in the 1840’s.  
The Irish potato famine brought in more families, and the area became known for its 
poverty but also for its enterprising spirit in the face of adversity.  The poorest 
inhabitants lived in the many small courtyards off the main streets which did not have 

adequate water supplies nor sewage (photo left).  
Nonetheless there were some well-known businesses in 
the area (clock-makers, saddlers and grocers) and 
industry (lead mill, iron foundry and other manufacturing 
activities in the neighbourhood; and outside the walls 
along the newly drained Foss Islands area was the 
railway terminus opposite the Red Tower, a refuse depot 
with tall chimney, gas works and other useful but 
insalubrious activities. (photo from private 

collection) 
 
THE LAWRENCE STREET AREA developed on either side of St Lawrence Street, 
and ancient route into the city.  This had been a medieval suburb with several churches 
interspersed with pasture and fields.  The low-lying ground had deposits of clay used 
in brick and tile since Roman times.  There was a 
slaughter house, tannery and mill for flax-spinning 
and linen-weaving (drawing right).  Housing 
developments began in the mid 1800’s and by the 
time the Fishergate School families lived there it 
was a maze of small streets and terraces with rows 
of small houses.  On the main street were the 
occasional large villa, public houses and the newly 
rebuilt parish church of St Lawrence.   
   (Image from yorkshire.u08.eu/york/60732/) 
 
THE HESLINGTON ROAD AREA.  Heslington Road was also an ancient route into 

the City from the village of Heslington past St 
Lawrence, one of its two parish churches.  In the early 
1800s, the area was characterised by small pastures 
and fields with livestock trackways onto Walmgate 
Stray.  The main building was the Quaker mental 
hospital (The Retreat).  There were some cottages 
and later, a few villas such as Garrow Hill House (now 
used by the Retreat).  York Cemetery acquired land 
in the area in the 1840s from Thomas Rigg, a 

nurseryman; and after this the narrow fields were developed for parallel rows of terrace 
housing and a few corner shops (left).   
(photo from CYC Character Statement 60 Lawrence Street and Heslington Road) 

 
Everyone would have encountered the sounds, 
smells and mess of livestock brought into THE 
CATTLE MARKET.  Previously inside the City 
Walls, the market was moved outside in the 
1840’s and occupied a site between Fishergate 
and Walmgate Bars.  It was a large area and filled 
with pens for livestock with additional pens 
outside along the city walls (photo, right). 
 

There were banks and feedstores on the site and 
nearby were nearby were many public houses such 
as The Seahorse Inn, the Woolpack Inn, The City 
Arms and The Spotted Cow.  These had had stabling 
for dozens of drovers’ and farmers’ horses and 
provided refreshments and overnight 
accommodation.  
During WW1 requisitioned horses were collected at 

the market before being shipped off to France (photo left).  (photos from the York Press  21st 

Aug 2014 and 27th Mar 2017)  



THE FISHERGATE AREA.  Until the late 1700’s 
the area was mainly small fields and orchards, 
with three windmills.  In the 1790s a flint-glass 
manufacture was set up on the banks of the 
Foss, near the old priory site.  This would 
eventually become Redfearn Glassworks 
(image right).  Hundreds of men worked in both 
highly skilled and labouring jobs in the 
glassworks, including many former pupils and 
their fathers.  Barges brought in coal and sand 
to a wharf on Brownie Dyke.  The Glasswork’s 
and its smoky chimneys, furnaces and workshops dominated Fishergate.  (image from 

Imagine York) 

 
Canalisation of the Foss in 1795 was a catalyst for industrial growth of the city.  The 
lock-keepers cottage is still standing next to Castle-mills Bridge.  Soon, the Mason’s 
Arms was built, and new houses extended along Fishergate, one which would become 
the home of the Oxtoby’s, the well-known painter-decorators and father of one of the 
Fishergate men. 
 
The area developed as a residential 
suburb in the 1880s.  New streets were 
laid out for terraced housing, with shops 
along Fishergate selling most items 
needed for everyday life.  The photo 
shows those between Sandringham 
Street and Marlborough Grove shortly 
before the war.       (photos: 

private collection)  
 

In the early 1900s an exciting new 
form of entertainment arrived in the 
area and this was the City Roller 
Skating Palace (now the site of the 
Mecca Bingo Hall).  As well as roller 
skating and roller hockey, people 
packed the concerts and variety 
performances which were held 
there.  In 1913, the front part of the 
building was converted into a 
cinema, one of the first in York. 

 

An electric tram is also shown in this photo. These replaced the old horse-drawn units 
in 1910.  Trams conveniently connected the city and newly built Northern Command 
Headquarters in Fishergate with the Barracks and the growing village of Fulford.  Local 
men worked as tram drivers or mechanics at the depot opposite the Infantry Barracks 
(now the Aldi car park). 
 
At the bottom of Blue Bridge Lane, the bridge over the 
Foss lead to St George’s Field, a public open space 
where the seasonal travelling fairs were held.  It was also 
the site of the Corporation Baths where Fishergate school 
children learned to swim (photo right).  
(photo from York Press 12th Oct 2015) 

 

Fishergate does not have its own parish church 
and Church of England worshippers would either 
have attended St. Lawrence or St Oswald’s in 
Fulford.  The large Methodist church on the corner 
of Melbourne Street and Cemetery Road (now 
demolished) reflected the strong support for non-
conformism among the local people. 



FULFORD ROAD DISTRICT. Before its development for housing, much of the land 
south of the City Walls along the Fishergate and Fulford Roads was 
garden nurseries, market gardens, pasture or arable fields.  In fact, 
the school was built on ‘Mollett’s Field’.  Thomas Riggs had 45-acres 
of nursery gardens, part of which he sold for York Cemetery and 
another plot to James Backhouse before he moved to Acomb (Blue 
Plaque).  The nurseries grew all types of plants, shrubs and trees for 
the gardens of middle-class householders and wealthy clients with 
large estates. (photo from York Civic Trust) 
 

This all changed as York became an industrial and railway 
centre.  There had been a few large houses with extensive 
grounds, but in the later years of the 19th Century 
developers arrived on the scene: Ambrose Walker, Isaac 
Poad, Baron Wenlock of Escrick Hall.  They built along 
Fulford Road and bought up plots of land and laid out new 
streets where they built rows of small terraced houses 
(photo left).  Walker named his streets after himself and his 
family (Ambrose and Frances) and Poad used North 

Yorkshire villages (Hartoft, Farndale, Rosedale, Levisham).  
 
Opposite the Cavalry Barracks (now the police station), Baron Wenlock used his own 
name for his terrace of imposing houses, built for military officers and professional 
civilians (photo, right).   (photo from Preston Baker) 

 
THE BARRACKS AREA.  In the late 18th Century, 
the Cavalry Barracks were built along Fulford Road, 
with several different regiments based there before 
and after the Great War.  The Infantry Barracks 
were built in the 1880s and many more soldiers 
were stationed in York.  The military presence 
understandably, impacted the lives of most 
everyone in the Fishergate/Fulford Road area. 
 

Career soldiers lived alongside civilian workers in the 
terraces near the Barracks and the large numbers of 
soldiers and cavalrymen needed feeding and 
provisioning.  This provided a livelihood for a significant 
number of local people; and gave young school-leavers 
their first taste of working life as delivery boys or both 
boys and girls as shop assistants. There were some 
shops along the main street close to the Barracks, but 
others were interspersed among the houses.  Timmy 

Todd’s shop next to the Barrack’s Tavern sold sweets, cigarettes and ice-cream; and 
the shops at the end of Wenlock Terrace catered for the soldiers and residents.  

(photo from private collection) 
 

The Wenlock Laundry in Ambrose Street employed local women in another labour-
intensive business used by officers and middle-class families.  In 1913 the laundresses 
went on strike demanding improved hours and wages for their often twelve-hour-days.  
The strike was quickly settled for a weekly wage of 12s.  
 

Children of military families mixed with their 
neighbours at school and playing in the street 
and came together in churches and mission 
halls. Military and civilian men socialised in the 
many local pubs: The Wellington in Alma 
Terrace, the Barrack Tavern (photo, right) which 
is now the Fulford Arms; and the Light-Horseman 
closer to York.  These and other local pubs owed 
their names to the military presence.  (photo from 

private collection) 



Many local festivities started with a 
parade such as York’s annual Military 
Sunday which was introduced in 1885, 
with large crowds watching the grand 
parade from the Barracks to the Minster.   
 
The Barracks were also opened to the 
public on Sundays and the picture shows 
civilians watching a church parade with 
the Garrison Chapel of St George in the 
background. (Photos: private collection) 

 
But not all military activities were so glamorous.  
Heavy drinking was a problem and the presence 
of urinals were erected on the way back to 
barracks from York reflect this.  One was near 
School and a number of other locations; and 
there were altercations, arrests and even the 
occasional drowning in the Ouse. 
 
The presence of the large Military Hospital was 
also a sobering presence, bringing to the fore 
the danger posed to soldiers on the battlefield. 

 
NEIGHBOURHOOD AND COMMUNITY 
The strong sense of community is one of the things 
that comes out so clearly in our research; and this is 
shown on the series of postcards commemorating 
‘The Fallen Heroes of York’ arranged by 
neighbourhoods (photo right, see Appendix).   
Most of the men came from relatively poor families, 
but they were cared for emotionally and physically 
by their parents.  Although death in childhood was all 
too common, many raised large families to 
adulthood despite their poverty; and when there was a death of a parent, other family 
members often stepped in to help raise the children.  Widows and widowers often re-
married and supported all their children. 
 
Families in the Fishergate School Catchment area suffered terrible losses during the 
Great War.  In Hartoft Street, for example more than 1 in 10 households lost husbands 
or sons, and many more were injured.  This would be a similar situation in many of the 
other neighbourhoods.  It is true to say that every household was affected. 
 
It is no wonder that there was a sombre mood in York when, the Armistice of 11th 
November 1918 was announced, and this was celebrated informally. 
 
But by the time the Treaty of 
Versailles was signed in July 
1919, there was an 
outpouring of relief and it 
was greeted with organised 
street parties across the 
nation.  This picture shows 
the residents of Frances 
Street.  
(Photos: Private Collections) 

 
 

We hope that this survey of the school catchment area will help when you are reading 
through the biographies of the 86 Men named on the memorial and will give a better 

sense of the neighbourhoods and communities where the men spent their childhoods. 
 


