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CHARLES FREDERICK SUTTON 
1896 - 1918 

9826 PRIVATE,  11th BATTALION 
EAST YORKSHIRE REGIMENT 

 
 
 
Charles Frederick Sutton was one of the younger 
sons of John and Alice Sutton (née Hoare).  He was 
born in York and baptised on 25th October 1896 at 
St. Crux, Pavement 
 
He was the brother of Harold William and John 
Ernest (Jack) whose biographies follow and an 
article about their older brother Arthur has been in 
the appendix. 
 
His father had been born in 1848 in Liverpool and 
his mother in 1866 in Portland, Dorset.  John was a 
career military man and served 26 years mainly in 
the West Yorkshire Regiment and also in the Army 
Pay Corps.  He attained the rank of Quartermaster 
Sergeant. 
 
John met Alice in in 
Melcombe Regis, Dorset 
where she was in 
service.  They were 

married in 1882 in Weymouth, a delightful seaside town in 
Dorset (right) which was near the site of army bases dating 
from the Napoleonic wars.   (photo from regencyhistory.net) 

 
The couple moved to York before their first child was born in 1884 and by the 1891 
Census they lived in Heworth.  John was a Sergeant based at the Infantry Barracks, 
Fulford and they had four children; Edith aged 7, Ida (5), Harold William (2) and Frank 
(5 months) 

 
By 1901, the first Census where Charles first appears, his father 
was 53 and had retired from the army and now worked as a 
draper.  The family were living at 31 Fishergate (photo, left) and 
Alice (35) cared for eight children; Edith (17), Ida (15), Harold 
William (12), Frank (10), Arthur Harry (8), John (Jack) (5), Charles 
Frederick (4) and Doris (2).  The children would attend Fishergate 
School, just along the street. 
 

John died in 1908 and in the 1911 Census Alice was listed as head of the household.  
She was left to provide for four minor children; Charles Frederick (14), Doris Muriel 
(12), Phyllis Eileen (6) and a son Leslie (4).  Alice carried on the drapery business of 
her late husband at their home in Fishergate. 
 
Charles seems to have followed the family tradition and enlisted in the army.   
He joined the East Yorkshire Regiment and served as 
a private in the 11th (Service) Battalion (the ‘Hull 
Tradesmen’). 
 
The battalion had been formed at Hull and in June 
1915 it joined the 92nd Brigade of the 31st Division.  In 
December 1915 they embarked for Egypt to defend 
the Suez Canal.  The painting (right) shows its 
opening in 1869.    (image from paintingandframe.com)  
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By March 1916 their time in the sun was ended and they had been posted to France, 
becoming engaged in various actions on the Western Front, including the Somme.  In 
1916 they fought the Battles of Albert (1st-13th June) and at Ancre (13th -18th November). 
 
In 1917 they were involved in the Operations on 
the Ancre from January to March.  They 
engaged in the three Battles of the Scarpe, 
during the Arras Offensive (9th April-4th May).  
They and in the vicious capture of Oppy Wood 
between May and June, where so many of the 
Hull Pals lost their lives on 3rd May 1917.  Hull 
lost more men on that day than any other during 
the war. The photo shows Oppy Village on fire.   
             (photo www1hull.org.uk – Hull Pals) 

 

In 1918, Charles’ unit fought the massive German Spring Offensive at Lys (7th -29th 
April), a south of Ypres and south-west of the French village of Vieux Berquin.   
Near here took place the defence of Nieppe Forest (12th-15th April 1918) where the line 
east of the forest, was defended against overwhelming forces by the 29th and 31st 
Divisions.  Although Vieux-Berquin village was lost on 13th April, the rest of the line was 
held until the 1st Australian Division arrived on the field and the front line in this sector 
was re-established on the eastern fringe of Nieppe Forest. 
 

On 20th June the 5th and 31st Divisions had orders to attack to the east of the Forest 
and units of the West and East Yorkshire Regiments were on the left flank.   
 
On 28th June, the 11th Battalion, Charles’ unit, came under a heavy shrapnel barrage 
and Charles was one of the casualties. 
 
Charles was killed in action on 28th June 1918, aged 21. 
 
He is buried at Aval Wood Military Cemetery, Vieux-Berquin, Nord, 
France, I. A. 18.  
 

The cemetery was made in June and 
August 1918, largely by the 11th 
Battalions of the East Yorkshire and 
East Lancashire Regiments, who 
completed Plot I.   
 
 
 

Plots II and III were added after the Armistice when graves were brought in from the 
battlefields in the area. 
 
According to the Register of Soldier’s Effects’ his mother, Alice, was 
Charles’ sole legatee.  This was the second of her sons to die during 
the war, and though three others would survive, she would not know 
that until after the war. 
 
This photo of Charles was included in the newspaper article about 
his brother Arthur we have included in the Appendix. 
 
Charles is commemorated on the memorial in Fishergate School and has an entry in 
the King’s Book of Heroes. 

 
 

R\EMEMBERED WITH HONOUR 
 

 
CHARLES F SUTTON                             AGED 21 YEARS 
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HAROLD WILLIAM SUTTON 
1888 – 1947  

19980 A/CORPORA  11th BATTALION 
EAST YORKSHIRE REGIMENT 

 
 

 
 
Harold is named on the Fishergate School memorial and 
we had presumed that he had died before 1918.  
However, further research into the family indicates that 
he survived until 1947.  We provide this biography to 
commemorate his service to his country. 
 
Harold William Sutton was born in 1888 in York.  He was 
the eldest son of John and Alice Sutton (née Hoare) and 
one of thirteen children, ten of whom were living in 1911. 
 
Information about his parents and family can be found on 
the previous biography of Charles Frederick Sutton and 
in the Appendix. 
 
Harold is listed on the 1891 

Census when they lived in Heworth, York.  His father, 
John, was a Sergeant in the West Yorkshire Regiment and 
based at the Infantry Barracks, Fulford Road.  There were 
four children; Edith aged 7, Ida (5), Harold William (2) and 
Frank just 5 months old.  They would have enjoyed playing 
in the snow, shown in this view of the Infantry Barracks. 
  
(photo from York Press article, 02.03.2015) 

 
John retired and in the 1901 Census was working as a draper at 31 Fishergate.  There 
were now eight children; Edith (17), Ida (15), Harold William (12), Frank (10), Arthur 
Harry (8), John (Jack) (5), Charles Frederick (4) and Doris (2).   
John and Alice had been married 25 years when John died in 1908 aged 57 and Alice 
was left to carry on business and bring up the children. 
 

Harold followed a family tradition and enlisted in the army in 1902.  
He joined the Army Service Corps with the regimental number 
20079.  He was recorded as just 4-feet 10½ inches tall, with a chest 
of 26-inches and had a fresh complection, brown eyes and brown 
hair. 
 
His photo however shows him wearing a pillbox forage cap, a type 
of ‘undress’ or working headwear.  This was worn most often by 

non-commissioned officers or by members of cavalry and artillery regiments.  More 
research is needed into the uniform he is wearing and why. 
 
Harold was discharged on 27th February 1908, with the reason given as “being unfitted 
for duties of the Army Service Corps”.  No more is known about his situation. 
 
In 1911, the Census records Harold employed as a draper by a Mr Tillery at  
44-45 Farringdon Street, London E C.  As a London-based draper he would be an asset 
to his widowed mother back home in York, and could supply her with the latest ideas 
and fashionable fabric or trimming. 
 
Despite his earlier discharge, Harold re-enlisted in York at the outbreak of war and 
joined the 11th Service Battalion of the East Yorkshire Regiment which was part of the 
31st Division.    
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He was given a new number 19980 and the rank of Lance Corporal.  His younger 
brother, Charles Frederick had also joined the 11th Battalion, nicknamed the ‘Hull 
Tradesmen’ and both would experience near continuous action on the Western Front. 
(see Charles’s biography). 
 
By March 1917 Harold had been in the Field Force for 3 months and was being treated 
for an ‘inflammation of connective tissue in his heel’.  He had been admitted to No. 11 
Casualty Clearing Station, possibly at Varennes, on the Somme, on the 12th March, but 
was discharged back to duty on 23rd. 
 
In 1918 Harold’s name is listed on the Absent Voters List for York which gives his name, 
rank, unit and local address: 
 

Sutton, Harold William, 19980 A/Cpl East Yorks. of 31 Fishergate, Walmgate Ward, V, 
8332. 
 
This indicates he was still on active service and no doubt with his unit in France.  By 
1919 however, the entry in the Medal Rolls for that year indicates he had been 
discharged and transferred to the reserves:  
 

Harold W Sutton – 11th E. York. R. a/Cpl. 19980 - Trans: Class ‘Z’ A.R.  
 

The letter ‘Z’ indicates a normal discharge from active service to the army reserves, 
abbreviated A.R. 
 
Thus, it seems that the compilers of the list of men to be included on the Fishergate 
School memorial were mistaken.  Harold did not die during the war, but survived and 
came back to York, where in Kelly’s Directory for 1925 he is listed as: 
 
 
 
In a survey of 1939, members of the Sutton family were living at 27 Sandringham 
Street, off Fishergate.   
 
Harold W Sutton was recorded as having been born on 13th November 1888 and was 
now working part-time as a male nurse at a local institution, probably Fulford Hospital.  
His sister, Doris A Sutton, born 7th September 1897 was engaged in unpaid domestic 
duties and an Audrey D Sutton, born on 8th January 1923 was incapacitated.  Does this 
reflect a family tragedy of a disabled child that needed full-time care? 

 
Harold W Sutton died in 1947 aged 59.  He outlived most of his younger brothers but 
was survived by Arthur, who died a decade later in 1957 aged 65.  
His military career is described in an article which is printed in the Appendix. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBERED WITH HONOUR 
 

HAROLD W SUTTON                             AGED  59 YEARS 
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JOHN ERNEST (JACK) SUTTON 
1895 - 1916 

57442 BOMBARDIER 24th BRIGADE,  
ROYAL FIELD ARTILLERY 

 
 

 
 

John Ernest (Jack) Sutton, was the fourth son of 
John and Alice Sutton (née Hoare).  He was born 
in the summer of 1895 into a large family of ten 
children, including Charles Frederick and Harold 
William, whose biographies are included in this 
book, with further information in the Appendix. 
 
The family moved to York around 1884 and in the 
1901 Census lived at 31 Fishergate not far from 
Fishergate Postern on the City Walls. 
 
His father had retired from the army and was a 
draper and his mother cared for a large family of 
eight children ranging from 17 to 2 years old. ‘Jack’ 
(the name he preferred) was aged 5 and attended 
Fishergate School. 
 
His father died in 1908 just after his youngest son 
was born and his mother became head of the 
household.  
Jack was aged 12 at his father’s death and 

following family tradition, seems to have enlisted in army when he was 14 and joined 
the Royal Field Artillery. 
 
In 1911 when Jack was 16 he was a trumpeter in 
the 24th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.  He was 
stationed at Bulford Hut Barracks, Salisbury.   
The camp, established in 1897, was a mix of huts 
and tents.  (photo from Wiltshire & Swindon 
History Centre.) 
 
Jack was the fourth son to follow in their father’s military footsteps and would achieve 
the rank of Bombardier with the Royal Horse Artillery and Royal Field Artillery.   
A bombardier held a full non-commissioned rank equivalent to a corporal. 
 

The photographs we have of Jack (right) do not 
show his full uniform, but it would have been 
similar to that worn by Bombardier Duncan 
Bromwich of Leyton (left).    (photo from 
Wikipedia/bombardier) 

 
The 24th Brigade had been formed originally 
with the 110, 111, and 112 Batteries and was 
attached to the 6th Infantry Division.  It was 
mobilised in August 1914 and sent to France to 
serve with the British Expeditionary Force. 

 
The 24th Brigade served with the 6th Division throughout the war 
and in early 1916 were engaged with a number of diversionary attacks in the Ypres 
Salient. 
They were involved in the action of the Bluff (14th February to 2nd March 1916) which 
aimed to secure the Ypres-Comines canal which ran south-east from the town and but 
through the front lines about 3 miles from the Cloth Hall. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=GZiyBQl0dPPXGM&tbnid=2zGZgzUKmm7s1M:&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://www.desertrats.org.uk/orgartillery.htm&ei=JdufU93XBIG7Pf-tgRA&psig=AFQjCNHPEjgQyyUH6V_SYQ_Ruy6pIETyBA&ust=1403071653203838
https://history.wiltshire.gov.uk/community/getimage.php?id=3143
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The Cloth Hall in Ypres was a major 
landmark, a huge building built from 1300 as 
the main market and warehouse for the 
prosperous Flemish cloth industry.  Like the 
rest of the town, it was devastated by artillery 
fire during the war, but has since been 
reconstructed.  (photos from Wikipedia) 

 
 

The date of Jack’s death and location of burial 
suggests that his unit fought in the area near 
Poperinge, 8 miles to the west of Ypres.  
 
Poperinge was one of only two towns in 
Belgium not under German occupation.  It 
was just behind the front line and used to billet 
British troops, for example those brought in 
on London buses as shown in the postcard (right).  Poperinge was also used by 
refugees and military hospitals.  (photo from www.londontransportmuseum) 

 

Jack Sutton died of wounds sustained in action on 
27th February 1916 near Poperinge. 
He is buried Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, 
Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium, IV. D. 37A 
 
Lijssenthoek was south of Poperinge 
and was close to the Front, but out 
of the extreme range of most 
German field artillery.   

 
It became a natural place to establish 
casualty clearing stations for the many 
soldiers wounded in the Ypres area.  Many 
cemeteries were established by the CCS 
to bury those who did not survive. 
 
According to the Register of Soldiers’ Effects, Jack cared 
for his family and left several of them similar sums of 
money.  His mother Alice, brother Leslie and sister Phyllis 

received £12 15s 4d to divide; Doris received £4 5s 1d and Ida Stabler (née Sutton) 
and Frank each received £4 5s 2d.  The portion for his older brothers, Charles and 
Frank, (£4 5s 2d) was left to his mother; and the one for Harold William was cancelled 
although he did not die until 1947. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jack is also remembered on the Fishergate School memorial and has an entry in the 
King’s Book of Heroes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBERED WITH HONOUR 
 

JOHN E (JACK) SUTTON                             AGED 20 YEARS 
  

http://www.londontransportmuseum/
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/find-a-grave-prod/photos/2005/270/10777775_112794325604.jpg
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One Final Story… 
 

ARTHUR HARRY SUTTON  

1892 - 1957 
45661 BATTERY SERGEANT MAJOR 

ROYAL FIELD ARTILLERY 

 

 
The biographies of his brother Charles, Harold and Jack 

are included in the main text because their names are on 

the Fishergate School Memorial, but to complete the 

family’s story, we are including their brother Arthur, who 

survived.  He served with distinction and deserves a 

biography. 

 

Arthur Harry Sutton and was born in York on 30th 
November 1892.  He was the fifth of the ten surviving 
children of John and Alice Sutton (née Hoare).   
 
His father, John Sutton had been born in 1848 in 
Liverpool and Alice in 1866 in Portland, Dorset.  They met 
when he was stationed in Dorset when Alice was in 
service working at a boarding house in Melcombe Regis. 
 

John Sutton (photo right) served for 26 years in the Army and retired 

with the rank of Quartermaster Sergeant.  Most of his service was 

with the West Yorkshire Regiment, but the few years were with the 

Army Pay Corps. 

 

In 1881 Sergeant John Sutton 
aged 31 was stationed at the 
Verne Citadel 1, Portland, 
Dorset.  This Victorian citadel, 
located on the highest point of Portland, on Verne 
Hill enjoys a commanding position overlooking 
Portland Harbour, which it was built to defend. 
The photo left shows the barrack square. 

(photo from Portland archives) 
 

John and Alice moved to York before the birth of their first child 
Edith in 1884 and by the 1891 Census lived in Heworth.  John 
was a Sergeant based at the Infantry Barracks, Fulford and 
they had four children. 
 
Arthur appears in the 1901 Census, when his father, aged 53, 
had retired and was working as a draper.  The family lived in a 
five-roomed house at 31 Fishergate (pictured right).  Alice.(35) 
cared for eight children: Edith (17), Ida (15), Harold (12), Frank 
(10), Arthur Harry (8), John (Jack) (5), Charles Frederick (4) 
and Doris (2). 
 
Most of the children would attend Fishergate School, just across the street.  However, 

Arthur Harry was educated at the Manor School, York 
and was a choir boy at York Minster.  The school was on 
the King’s Manor site and had been set up by the newly 
formed York Diocesan Board of the National Society for 
the Education of the Poor.  Their aim was to establish 
schools in the parish for educating the 'labouring classes' 
[and] to 'render them useful and respected members of 
society.'   

http://www.portlandhistory.co.uk/portland-harbour.html
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiG-cqSh6zNAhUDvhQKHbLeDOAQjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manor_Church_of_England_Academy&psig=AFQjCNGcRYqsED0tNaDPf6Dqp19EDYRlLw&ust=1466149633983541
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However, a tradition in the Sutton family was to join the army at the age of 14 and this 
is what Arthur did on 24th January 1907, when he enlisted in York and joined the Royal 
Field Artillery where he would have a distinguished career.  Sadly, his father died the 
next year and would not have known about his achievements nor of the death of two 
other sons in WW1. 
 
Arthur’s widowed mother and younger brothers and sisters continued to live in the 
house at 31 Fishergate through the war, but Arthur and his brothers had left home to 
pursue their military careers. 

In 1913 when Arthur was aged 21, he married Bessie 
Gladys, the older sister of Thomas Hart Brinkworth.  
The marriage was registered in the Farnham district 
in Surrey, but Bessie had been born in Frampton-on-
Severn near Gloucester in 1891.  Her mother 
Elizabeth was from Lydney, on the opposite bank of 
the Severn.  Her father, William was a master rigger, 
from Bristol.  In 1911 Bessie was in service, working 
as a parlour maid for Anna Bruce Pryce, a widow 

living at Abbey Holme, Overton Park Road, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire.  The house 
may have looked like the one shown above in the same street. 
(photo from gloucestershirearchives.wordpress.com/2015/07/30/house-hunting-and-history) 
 

Arthur was deployed to France as early as 19th August 1914, two weeks after the 
declaration of war.  He was already a corporal and served with the 42nd Brigade of the 
Royal Field Artillery.  Only part of his Army record has survived, but, it is clear that he 
was an excellent soldier.  He was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal in 
September, the citation reading 
 

 'For gallantry and good work throughout the campaign. On two 
occasions he repaired the telephone under heavy shell and 
rifle fire'.  
 

This medal may have rewarded his actions at Mons and was 
presented twice, first by the Divisional Commander, and then 
on 3 December 1914 by King George V during a visit to the 
Western Front. 
 

A clipping from an article in the local newspaper dated 1914 provides photographs of 
Arthur, his father and brothers.  We think that the newspaper article is important and 
quote from it below.  The headline was:  
 

THE KING AND A YORK HERO 

D.C.M. and Promotion for Rescuing Three Wounded Gurkhas 

PERSONALLY DECORATED BY HIS MAJESTY ON THE BATTLEFIELD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Bombardier Frank Sutton 
aged 24 

Royal Field Artillery 

Private C Sutton, aged 18, 
East Yorkshire Regiment 

Sergt A H Sutton, DCM, aged 22, 
Royal Field Artillery 

when the king personally bestowed the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal 

Early photograph of 
Harold Sutton aged 18 

late Army Service Corps 

Bombardier Jack 
Sutton aged 20 

 Royal Field Artillery 

http://www.framptonremembersww1.org.uk/brinkworth-thomas-h.html
http://www.framptonremembersww1.org.uk/medals.html
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi5ntnDr6zNAhVOGhQKHbmnDPkQjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Conduct_Medal&bvm=bv.124272578,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNEd4l_9PCP6VGifJHXDXadexpAbsA&ust=1466160469233678
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 “To adopt a military career at the age of 14 has been a tradition in the family of the 

later Quartermaster-Sergeant Sutton and Mrs. Sutton, who now reside in 

Fishergate, York.  Five of their sons at this early age joined the forces of the Crown, 

and to one, Corporal A. H. Sutton, of the 42nd Brigade Royal Field Artillery, a much 

prized and coveted honour has fallen. 
 

The first intimation of it came in a letter from the commanding officer of the 3rd 

Division of the Expeditionary Force, Major General A. Haldane which read: 
 

THIRD DIVISION.  BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 

N.45661 – Corpl. A. H. Sutton, 42nd Brigade R.F.A. 
 

Your commanding officer and brigade commander have informed me that you have 

distinguished yourself by conspicuous bravery in the field.  I have read their report 

with much pleasure and have forwarded it to higher authority for recognition. 
 

Signed A. HALDANE, Major-General Commanding 3rd Division. 
 

The “higher authority” did recognize the single act of bravery which brought forth this 

tribute of appreciation, but it came in a manner undreamed of by the recipient, for it 

was conferred personally by his Majesty the King on the battlefield, and took the 

form of a decoration, only second to that of the Victoria Cross, the medal for 

distinguished conduct in the field. 
 

It was on Wednesday, 2nd December, that Corporal. Sutton was summoned from 

the trenches to receive the medal at Locre, a tiny hamlet in the fighting zone of the 

western theatre of war.  His Majesty King George was there, as was the Prince of 

Wales, King Albert of Belgium, President Poincare and General Sir Horace Smith-

Dorien.  Field Marshal Sir John French was directing important operations at the 

time, and was, therefore, unable to be present at the ceremony. 
 

HIS MAJESTY’S PLEASURE 
 

The King, pinning, the medal upon the corporal’s breast, said he was very pleased to 

be able to present to him a medal of such high distinction, and hoped Sutton would 

be successful to the end of the war.  The King and his suite shook hands with Sutton, 

and those of his fellows who had been similarly honoured, and the function was at an 

end.  Later the winner of the D.C.M. was informed that he had been promoted to the 

rank of sergeant.  
 

Sergeant Sutton, who has a wife and baby in York, was visited in the trenches on 

Saturday morning last by an officer, who asked him if he would care for a week’s 

holiday.  “No,” laughingly replied the newly-made sergeant, “Where’s my overcoat?” 

and so he came home for a few days’ rest, arriving in the ancient city of his birth on 

Sunday evening. 

HIS DUTY 
 

Interviewed by one of our representatives yesterday, Sergeant Sutton was reluctant 

to strike the personal note.  Actions similar to his own had been done again and 

again, he said, by scores of men.  His had been noticed; theirs had passed 

unmarked.  He had simply done what it was up to every Britisher under similar 

circumstances to do – his duty, his best.  He was in the front trenches with a party 

reconnoitring in order to direct artillery fire, to cover a retirement of the Gurkhas.  

The gallant Indians were retreating under heavy shell fire, and many fell.  Fearing 

neither shot nor shell, Sutton leapt out of the trenches, took his life in his hands, and 

rescuing three wounded Gurkhas, conveyed them from the scene of peril to a place 

of safety.  This, a fit theme for a lengthy epic, was the act told in plain unvarnished 

words for which Sergeant Sutton has earned the personal recognition of the King, 

and the esteem, respect and gratitude of the citizens of York for the honour reflected 

upon the old city.  
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Sergeant Sutton, who returns to the battle field tomorrow, was glad to leave the 

personal side upon which he had been loath to enter, in favour of a chat on general 

war topics.  The advent of the King into the arena of conflict was, he remarked, 

unaccompanied by anything of a spectacular character, but his kindly interest thrilled 

and touched the troops. 
 

KING IN THE DANGER ZONE 
 

His Majesty actually entered the danger zone, and had the Germans known where 

he was it would have been quite easy to have shelled the position.  Shells were 

bursting 1,000 yards away, and it is not unlikely that the enemy did receive 

information later of where the Monarch was, for shortly after Sergt. Sutton had 

returned to the trenches after receiving his medal, a windmill to his right was shelled.  

The interesting point of this, capable of deduction, is that the King had conducted 

his observations from a windmill to the left.  The German shells, reliable in the initial 

stages of the war, have now considerably deteriorated, in the opinion of our 

informant and he has had many opportunities of judgement, having been in the 

fighting line since the middle of August.   

 

Quite recently he said, out of many German shells fired from one gun, only three 

were effective.  On the other hand, the British artillery is magnificent.  Its deadly 

power…result of splendid judgment, may be gauged from one encounter in which a 

complete line of Uhlans, numbering 50 were with their horses completely 

annihilated.  Not a single man or horse remained alive. 
 

Sergt. Sutton said the men of the British Army are fighting with pluck, courage, and 

contentment.  If it is possible to say that war can be waged with joy, the British 

Tommies are enjoying it, and this spirit is largely fostered by the excellent system of 

transporting supplies which come to hand with unerring regularity. 
 

THE FAMILY RECORD 

 

Sergt. Sutton is an accomplished horseman and divided the first prize in the 

Roughriders display at the Naval and Military Tournament this year.  His father was 

for 26 years in the Army and retired with the rank of Quartermaster Sergeant.  Most 

of his service was with the West Yorkshire Regiment, but the last few years were 

spent with the Army Pay Corps.  Three of Sergt. Sutton’s brothers are in the Army 

now and the fourth, Harold completed his service in the Army Corps.  Charlie aged 

18 is in the East Yorkshire Regiment, and Jack and Frank respectively 20 and 24 

who are both at the front are in the Royal Field Artillery.  

 

In August 1917 Arthur Sutton was again commended, with a Certificate of Bravery by 

the General Officer Commanding 38th (Welsh) Division for: 
 

 'Conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He has been in sole charge of the 

Battery Wagon Lines during the recent operations. The supply of ammunition to the 

Battery was maintained most expeditiously in [the] face of great difficulties under 

heavy fire. This was mainly due to his untiring energy, courage and power of 

command. On 1 August 1917 when the advanced Battery wagon lines near the Yser 

Canal were heavily shelled causing several casualties, B.S.M. [Battery Sergeant-

Major] Sutton showed the same conspicuous qualities in quickly organising a move 

to a position of safety. B.S.M. Sutton is in possession of Distinguished Conduct 

Medal.'  

 

This commendation probably referred to the Battle of Pilckem Ridge (31 July-2 August 

1917 the opening attack of the main part of the Third Battle of Ypres 
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A year later on 23rd February 1918 the 

Gloucester Journal reported that, Arthur, 

already in receipt of one of the first 

Distinguished Conduct Medals of the war, 

had also been awarded the Belgian Croix de 

Guerre. 

 

According to Wikipedia, the 

Croix de Guerre is a 

military decoration of France, commonly bestowed on foreign military 

forces allied to France. It was first created in 1915 and consists of a 

square-cross medal on two crossed swords, hanging from a ribbon 

with various degree pins. The decoration was awarded first during 

WW1.  

 

The Croix de Guerre may either be awarded as an individual or unit award to those 

soldiers who distinguish themselves by acts of heroism involving combat with the 

enemy. The medal is awarded to those who have been "mentioned in dispatches", 

meaning a heroic deed or deeds were performed meriting a citation from an individual's 

headquarters unit.  

 

During the war Arthur’s wife Bessie had returned to Frampton to live with her parents 

in Harts Cottages.  This was where Arthur was recorded on the absent voters list in 

1918.   

 

On 8th August 1919 Arthur was transferred 

to the Army Reserves and later received the 

1914 Star, the British War Medal and the 

Victory Medal.  After the war, the couple 

settled in the London area and in the 1921 

Census were living in Belsize Road, 

Hampstead and Holborn, in north London. 

(photo from memoriespostcards – Belsize Rd) 

 

Later they moved to Cambridge Avenue, 

Willesden where Arthur was a foreman on the 

London Transport railways.  The photo shows a 

Vickers electric locomotive and train on the 

Metropolitan Railway in the 1920s. 

(photo from Wikipedia – London transport) 

 

 

Arthur Harry Sutton died on 17th July 1957 aged 65, in the Hampstead area of London.  

 

It is rather sad to known that his medals and their provenance were auctioned by Dix 

Noonan Webb Auction House, London on 29th March 2000.  They were an important 

set with an estimated value of between £1,200 to £1,500 yet they only fetched £1,150. 
 

We wish to thank Astrid Lever, secretary to Frampton Country Fair and Rose Hewlett 
researcher for Frampton Remembers WW1 for their help with this account. 

 

Harry Sutton was such a brave soldier and helped so many of those around him during 
this traumatic conflict.  
 

REMEMBERED WITH HONOUR 
 
 

ARTHUR H SUTTON                             AGED 65 YEARS 
 

http://www.framptonremembersww1.org.uk/medals.html
http://www.framptonremembersww1.org.uk/medals.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Croix-De-Guerre-Francis-Browne.jpg
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PEACE AT LAST! 
 

 
 

AMBROSE STREET PEACE CELEBRATION.  PROBABLY MOST OF THESE 
CHILDREN ATTENDED FISHERGATE SCHOOL  photo Imagine York 

 
 

 
 
FARNDALE STREET CELEBRATES THE PEACE WITH A FANCY-DRESS PARTY 

Photo: Imagine York 

 
After the celebrations there would be long period of readjustment, as returning soldiers 
recuperated from wounds and physical and mental trauma.  Their families would need 
to adjust to changes in their personality and behaviour as well as rebuild their own lives.  
For widows and orphans, this would be especially difficult.  But the simple routine of 
attending school would help; and the staff at Fishergate School did their utmost to aid, 
educate and encourage their charges to lead fulfilling lives. 
 


