
Reading the small print 
 
A key information source for local and family historians, has to be the 10-year British Library newspaper archive 
project.  A collaboration between the British Library and the genealogy company Find My Past, the aim is to digitise 
up to 40 million newspaper pages from year 1700 onwards.  For a fee one can browse, read, save and download 
references to people, places and events – and this is what we've been doing for the Fishergate area, starting with 
Grange Street.   Obviously the creation of the street dates from the 19th C.  so press reports are in that time frame 
and the clarity of the printed text is variable. 

 
Who lived where? 
 
Left:  cutting from the York Herald, 13th August 1874.   
 
Pinpointing previous occupants of Grange Street and 
how the street developed is tricky.  The mixture of 
architectural styles shows how the land was built 
upon in stages and, confusingly, the street 
numbering system changed as new properties were 
constructed.   The usual sources of census, electoral 
registers and so on provide a wealth of information 
but reports in the newspapers of the past enable us 
to glimpse actual events in people's lives.  
 
In the advert, Grange Crescent was the previous 
name for the curved part of Fulford Road stretching 
from Grange St to approximately The Light 
Horseman. 
 
 

 
The York Ground 
We were intrigued by newspaper sports reports of 
Rugby matches being played at "the York ground, 
Grange Street".  Right: a cutting from the Yorkshire 
Post & Leeds Intelligencer of Monday 23rd 
February 1885 and below, one from the York 
Herald, 29th December 1884.     

So, where was this ground?   It seems that as sections of 
land were sold off for housing, Mr Isaac Poad of The 
Grange estate, allowed the unused "Poad's Fields" 
situated between what is now Rosedale Street, Grange 
Garth and the river, to be a temporary home for the York 
rugby club.  One report refers to the "Melbourne Club".  
No doubt the club holds records of the transaction.   The 
map section shows what we assume is the area of Poad's 
Fields in 1892. 
 
 
 
 



Households 
Classified adverts provide an insight into the 
circumstances of 19th C. households.  Left: this  
For Sale advert from The Yorkshire Gazette, 11th 
September 1880 shows an extensive list of items 
from a single small household.   Unfortunately, we 
don't have a record of which house Mrs M.A. Baker 
lived in.  
 
Advertisements for staff were often featured.   
York Evening Press of 28th March 1894.: 

 
As were those re. accommodation: YEP, 27th May 
1896: 
 

 
 
Some times there might be cause for celebration: left - the 
Newcastle Journal, 18th December 1918 

 

 
 
Above: at other times it was sad news that 
reached the papers.  York Press and Leeds 
Intelligencer, 12th September 1930                                                                  Above: York Evening Press, 24th August 1912. 

This would be Miss Lavinia Maud Cammidge (not 
Cummidge) who lived with her brother at what is now 

 No. 9 Grange St.  Was it really necessary for the Malton 
 Guardians and the reporter to make her heartfelt letter 

 public and present her as an object of fun? 
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