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A GALAXY OF GLAS

By L. M. ANGUS-BUTTERWORTH

Part XXI - Glass-making at the Fishergate, York

7oRrk is exceedingly rich in history and wadiuon, on this built s glass factory. He

Part of the great modern factory of the National partnership John Hampston, wh
Glass Works in Fishergate is built on the site of 51 jeweller, The present works, althe
Andrew's Priorv. founded in A.p. 1202 by Hugh much greater i exien t
Murdac. who endowed it with adjacent lands and a original site
rent of eleven marks, five shillings. The Frion By 1818 the work {eveloped considerably
survived until 153g. and o leading local lston jescribes the product

When excavations were being made for the ind processes at that tm ese words*: “Th
erection of an addition to the glasshouse buildings, chiel manufacture is now FLINT GLASS VESSELS, and
near the conjectured site of the Priory Church, the common PHIALS: and the particular process o
workmen discovered a small cubical recess, about extremely interesting ; the glss being chiefiy com-
18 in. square, formed of flags loosely put 1ogether posed of fine Lyun sand, mixed with pearl ashes nd
in which was a human skull and a gold hager nng red lead. These are deposited in large clav vessels
or ear-ring. The shkull was perfect with the anster or pots, which are placed in an immense furnace
exception of having a deep hole on one side of the and there exposed to an extreme heat unul the
head, materials become like 4 hquid hre, of the con-

The Fishergate Glass Works, as it was first sistency of paste, thar can be moulded into and
called, was established in 1764 by John Prince, who shape. When in this state, hollow tubes are dippec
before becoming a glass manufacturer had been a into the pots, and the glass vessels are expanded by
jeweller in York. He bought about three acres ol - ) .
pasture land in Fishergate called Scutt’s Close, and «Hutry «f York, by Wm. Hargrove, Vb 3, 1516






blowing through the

tubes nd shaped
external :.}l;-h:\lh..;, of toals' | " 3 B . Vi hhcere
The movine ++ 'l or gho: ‘
Jc HOVIRE spint in this early enterprise w D
Johin Prince, who in the Title Dees G PP . 2
I U c1 S 1s describe Il ISL meetir { ]
Glass Manufacturer. T ‘ : AT ' s
i ) apman’, show Oxctober 2n & I 1 }
Ing , besides beine r 1 d : ’
g 1 king the wk 1o pay into the Y (
glazs, he travelled about selling it, In th i . | : Lt
3 L In the ne mont! ! it i
wits the ordinary method used for the posal of subsiy nd l'I l |
rdinary me posal of g ¢, and the second ety ir }
4 After ||.: ageath the undertaking sufifered lor from tl ate, At € next meenn B
a ume a period of de - v \ prs
) period of decline k-keeper anc er 15t 1
: X Joseph Spence wa 1an of & 1ding ene
Chemist and business man ind he d prospenity 1 scer
: caus ) ' eturn to t 0
In 1845 0 new « oM ' He deliver L Ten 1 il e | (
spence with the support of a number of his friead glassmaking ac the York | CRL ;
He had pecial advantages through being 2 prac little or nothing was ke 1 about i \
tical chemist as well as a capable man of busines city, He had with him ¢ e platform, for demos 1
Ihe ttle of 'The York Flint Glass (;“v”‘h;v,\.' wa HoN purposes me ittle fireclay mode f Harmnd
ehosen, and those associated with Spence in it were He also had erected a o y : *
Jumes Meek, whose grandson became Recorder of containing sufficient molien glasi o prod b ACH
York; Thomas Backhouse; Thomas Price. whose mall articles s ) - S
in the preses t diet
the lecturer had bre h Proce ol
uch a povel and exciting character tu

spread the

The beautiful Blewn amd engraved
goblet (far right) was made in 1901
and presested o Lady Nymer, wife
of the chalrman of the campany
whem the new stoam plast st the
warks was firnt put inte use. The
bal tem ks hollow and containe
# slxpmmce, The gobiss s ow in the
warks musewo, Right below: A palr
of blue gluss balls with crvanl
handion, The white fline Sycascher
in the centre, was the snswer to the
fnwwct prohlem befars the days of
boT

Evocative ‘n: the Vietorian




Shortly after these events George Wikun
gentleman of kren business ha bigs and considerat |"
saientific knowledge, who was Sheeifl in ER-FU e
Lord Mavor of York in 5854, hecar 1959 Aud
% it Me 20 DECame u partner

‘ll"_nti ok, senior, who was Lord
Muvor of York for the third time in 1851, died in
1662. This death made it nocessary (o consider the
future management of the Company, for neither
Joseph Spence nor George Wibon had & son w0
fellow them ar the works, & limited linbility com.-
panY was accordingly formed in 1864, bheing ane ol
the sarficst in the plase industry

Early views of the works show numerous
chimueys with o great amount of smoke wuing
from them. Some of the smoke shown may have
existed only in the mind of the artist. Nevertheles
such pictures do reveal a grear change that s
taken place i the glass industry within the last
generation, The ntroduction of more  efficient
systems of combustion has now largely eliminated
smoke from glasshouse chimneys, Using fuel
better advantage has also had the effect of lawering
the cost of the glas.

York Measures

The ¢l of goods manufactured sn the carly
davs was white glass, chiefly tableware. At the time
the glasses were sold by the hogshead to merchanis
and hawkers, who came to the works and teok the
goods away with them. As trade in chemists’ poads
developed, the firm began w0 employ travellers,
thereby largely increasing the amount of bukiness.
Long before there were any Government reguli-
tions for the stamping of graduated glas messures
the York Glan &'n magnng the tmportance of
having & high standard of accuracy in these articles,
had all their measures specially tested, and a private
mark pliced on euch to show that this had been
done. In consequence the teem 'York Measures'
came 10 be recognized as depoting & measire of the
highest quality and accuracy,

Decorated for use
A [astinating document in the sshon of
W, L. Pragt, the present managing direcior, s a
and Jisx of about 1830, i this are

catalogue

lustrated highly decorative ;ri::‘i:n with enamels
led designy i gilt and colour. juts, for holding
such things ar magnesia, Peravian bark, hartshorn,
sarsi X th, arrowroot and tartarie acid,
were made in besghey of 24 ta 41 ih. inctuding cover,
and sold at prices of (3 160 w £2 3. each, with
ghasy oovez con:_n&c;‘m. each eg;m They
representations o things as the Roval
the *Scorch Arms’, St. George and the Drs

FOTTERY AND GLAX Fanwa

Apothecaries” Arme, und the Phoenix. Lettering ur
Iabelling of these or othes wlasse n gold and
conmel, war done "y saperine Londosn armist

Catalogue or Encyclogacdia

The names of otler pradacts of thes ¢
a 1omantie favour shout them They included
listed in the catalogue, alembecs, aromati negar
bee-hive plusses with hollow knols beotle trap
bird fountairne. cale shades. caraff
cupping  glavses, Daff Elixir glasses. drawer
knobw, esence pennyrovale. gunea and feather
Haarlesmw or Durch dy i
white, green, blue
opodeldocs, perdifume
retorty, rolling pin

Helplul practical hing are eieen s connecti
with some ol the producty of thar time. This under
drawer knobs, wipplied in cryial wpplure. bl
Jet, or cannry yellow wgar, we read  Dhrectio
fixing glass knobs into drawer front. First mak
holes through the drawer fronts here fallow
detaited nstructions. concluding wi ~
‘In fixing Jabels and knobe, it o wel acguir
practice by operating once or twice on @ wasie prece
of wood, before commencing with the deawer

glasses
r ametl gin lavender
pomade divine L

And wasp trap

The machines take over

The present head of the firm, W. L Prug, ha
lormed In the Last few vears a valuable collection of
glasr asockated with the woeks it eazlier dave From
the well-known Hirat collection at York he ac quired
a tumbler made ut the old Yoek Glam Worke, the
gliss having on it dle date 1307 and o amall en-

ved phiture ol the glasshonises, Another preve bs g

utifilly made and digraved Presentation Goblet
given in 1901 10 Lady Rymer on the ovcston of the
starting of ‘the aew steam plant 2t the works, Lady
Remer was tie wife of Si loseph Svhes Romes
whio wiss then the chalrmman of the Campans

When the first wockd war ended 1 bhecame
imperative 1o invall swsomatc plane . ] Pran

the goveniing divecior, made sn unwiccesshul
Wttempd it A woges the odd hand-bloswers 1o
actept mutsmiatic methods of bottle production. In
comsequence of this fallure sctivines were for a ume
midh;:ldwhm
Sitkee 190 the Nationa) Glas Woeks  Yorl,
Led., under W, L, Pratt, the son of C, | Pran, has

y modermized and improved the old warks,
Y sontainen and licenved victuallen glasware
V the most up-so-date methods. A
! ' 1ty machine-made thin
erns, Thus the
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YORK GLASS WORKS.



