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This presentation includes images of
excavated human remains
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~ Running Order

* Digging Fishergate: 1985 — 2004 lan Milsted (45 mins)
«  Q&A (15 mins)

« Break (15 mins)

* Finds from Fishergate: lan M (15 mins)

* Lucy Johnson:finds from the recent excavations; lan: older excavation
plans and the church model. (30 mins)

 Digging Fishergate: 2021-2023: Lucy Johnson (45 mins)
«  Q&A (15 mins)
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Dlgglng Flshergate

/ \“f(neurly) 40 yeors of archoeologmol mvestlgatlon

York Archaeological Trust: 1985/6
Redfearn’s National Glass site

Field Archaeology Specialists: 2001-4
Blue Bridge Lane/Fishergate House

- York Archaeology: 2021-2023
Former Mecca Bingo, Fishergate

But first: The History of York in 10 minutes ....

. § CAXAXAXAXAXAXA



e T

L | " A

YORK £.200 §
— ;:masmuw o 7
b Esnhwosa 5

T Streetceroad lsmown or cceocnured
Fowd & WCHIAL toa tefarence mamber
T Reroramem
Bl conmey
T Probetie bum.up ares.
-3 Tegie
0 Siteefrewn buiding.
®  Inscried funeary manument
-]

by e @ 5 et

7 Hiskone: Toms Tt pet Yo Arsrasctogical Trust 23




P

 c.AD500 - 900
-Anglian/Viking

1

i
|

|
Ml 1

L

o
o

Streets and coads ar shows ac symbele wiih

6th 10 9th Centuries
Orcnarce Survey of 1852

et

Basuemad ine of surviving Roman wells

Fartsess s posibly 2l aurviving
Streat of 200d fmomn o conptured)

Coran of

Fioman (ats Cunived sod were used st

e 5 uncenam
Fver or crsem

Crammation comersry
Inbumation crmetery
Cametsry of cncertan type
Area of poasidie Anglien
sesiement of vty

Area of orede Asglisn
Setziement or sctvky

Cited Bures [phumatan of crematon

Church possibly Sunced by 10
iplan wknovenl

Ghursh paswtly foarded by 250
(olah wnonn and location uasenan|

Coin hoard

Finds of & and o senury sculpture
0 architectural festures

Known Anghan bulcings
Shrmet raimes are the e ~ames

1:5000

e ™

P -

o o e i (s

Roman roads. The extent m which

e vomm

200y

)

Lamet 0

iz
; 3 i

& Wisswte Yo Trist and York Amv-\nv(- Trus 3018

Befiah Moatoc Towrs Aas Voksme Yok

L

Vo tesfington 1

“

M

Mg £re0ares T Lowst iohes



wwesesme Wiall OF 0D PrODSDY SXISTING Dy W00
m— el ¢ shrihwok possitly exzting by 1000

T SURetor 10ed RAONT 34 conmitured)
River or sream
RN cemernry
o Aresct possivie Angic Scxacinavin
T settament of acTivey

Church ikely 10 bave exigted by 1066
77 Owch wnkh ey e scisted by 1000

The ol and aligremants of the chiyches
e sl uoAROAI.

Los hurch which may have axited by 1066

©  Firdsof 10 and ) im century st
and architactural festures

S ¢ Known Asgho Scandinavan buidings

Gereets and roods are shown a5 symbols width
Sirest rames ate the modern nemes.

L | U]
| s
YORK g
€. 900 1o 1066 )
Ordnacce Survey of 1852
— Wl or saTIVES F

< Hasteie Towes ol and Yok Aunasisgos Tuw 2016
e dintaric Towns fdm Velume ¥ York

i)
e




YORK ¢.1100

Ordewssc Survey of 1957
— il =
Wil probadly eoing in 1100 8
TN Emavscers

|

Alver or sream
Frotatie tult<p frontsge

Bulidings In scclesmsticel vie

Bukdings in eciecasicel use,
e ron
The plang and aligniments of the smader churches
are suetly vekogan,
B Moer secias buising
R Mo zeorer buising.
plan unknown
Cunilege of major ecistes
Erents and roads are shows as symbele widih
Senefer hurchec are Shown st Symeo s 208
15000
-

2 rearm

s o - 7 yume <‘
e

NS

P T Trust 1 York Archacogeat Trnt 2573 r
Bt Histarc Tomee 403 oras | Yerk /




/,’r""L ™

YORK £.1300

Ordenscr Sunmy of 1957
— il
< Precine luncatain bousdeey|
I Eanworts
Straet
Afvwe of stream
Frocatie bt op foowge
7] Buikingsin eaosamicsl vz
] Buildings in ecdesimaicsl use,
“—1 pian uoknown
B maier cecviarbussing
PR Meprsecsiarbuisng
pian uoknawn
B sewsh ourai geoune

Btreets ang rosds are shows 99 Tymiole width

1:5000
o o B 00 i
— e s—
. - - v

ond e e 4 2 it oh

Hoepital 77
Vs
Lo
& X it
5
Sishep's Fisids
4
P
S,
\:I"‘HMvh“nA
3
2

A

rmane Towns Trat e Yo Arenasciogen Test 2015
Bedieh Harc Towns £03s Ve |/ York

3
g
-

Mog crepaced by Loved Jobes



A

N
"X
AN

St Anthonis
Hoapital

$tMony's, i)
s Gt

S st Loonarih, 7 (0
o '\ Hoppras 2

¥ Ja

THIt

YORK £.1500

Ordewscr Survey of 1957
vintt

Precact boundary
Earrworks

Street

Aivwe o strvam

Sullt up frontege

Buildings In eadosasiel wie

Buildings iv ecstesianicsl wie,
* pian uoknown

Major secuiar buiiing

Maor secila: busidng,
plan unknown

1:5000

or b i

ot e e T by

©¥S3torse Town Trut s York Arehaeciogios) Trat 2015

Setan Hestere Foms ACws Vot | Verk

o

Towen &

- SO
Ty

Map propared by Loved Jobas




| Redfearns National Glass

\/‘/\ X?éllfaeology

First plant established 1794
as Hampston & Prince

By 1880 was known as York
Glass Company

Merged with Redfearn’s
National Glass in 1977

At one time the 39 largest
employer in York, making
16% of the UK's glass bottles

Company closed in 1983 and
demolition commenced the
following year
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/The Rialto/Cat’'s' Whiskers/Mecca/Bingo’ -

1909: Roller Skating Palace
* 1913: Rialto Cinema and Dance Hall
* 1935: destroyed by fire and rebuilt

* 1930s: Jack Prendergast years:
performers include Stan Kenton,
Gracie Fields and Louis Armstrong

.......

. '. ! DRESS INFORMAL

* 1961: Bought by Mecca: cinema closes
but acts appearing include The Beatles S WhlSkeps
YORKS TOP LIVE MUSIC VENUE
« Late 60s: became the (in)famous Cat's

Whiskers nightclub
e 80s: leisure and bingo club

e 2001: Demolished and replaced with a . ’i i
new bingo club: Mecca Bingo '? £
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_FAS C]t Blue Brldge Lcne/Flshergate House
. {,2001 -2004 ,
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‘Excavdtions

g  1985-2004

tk Fire Statior - Large area with
significant
archaeological
remains

A1036

 Local: Roman,
o Viking Norman
S rore, O and post-
Primary S medieval

 National:

\‘) 3
Q : ‘ p Medieval
- Blue Brg Ln 2 @ < <
w . sanal:
t‘ Melbouine’st Inter.natlonal.
Anglian
jgh Whart ' . .
Q ' - Significant gaps
\ariboroughGro¥e in the record
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Excavations
1985-2023

2021-3
-~ excavations:

; e W F P e - major
YOTKICEH:__ : ' opportunity:

R
b s

18 Last large-scale

investigation for
» , \ & 7 at least a
4 | : Y SEEEReE. generation

v ol R ] S T Y Potential to
‘, e s | - provide a lot of
: critical missing
E‘:t ‘ information

‘¥ ¢

W Meibourne

e T T New cohort of
} pal 1 York
archaeologists

Y/\ I%I&aeology



Known extent of Roman cemelery

Postulated extent of Roman cemetery
{resldual pottery)

Roman road and fleld system

Postulated shoreline

| Roman:

e Natural sandy clays
Roman ploughing
Ditches

| AD71-c.410

[ ]

e Roman road surfaces

e Possible occupation surfaces

e 5 cremation burials

e Inhumation burial

e Significant quantity of disturbed

human bone




FAS 2001-4:

. Roman features

. Roadside ditch and
cobbled surfaces

« Cremation burials:
juveniles, 15t-2nd century
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| 'FAS 2001-4: Angllian ¢.650 - 850

T T ‘ i

 Continuation of the
Anglian activity, with a
clear, if unseen, southern
lboundary

Centre /
/

{ 2 " .m_l..g’l" : Ar’l
oV ipat DOUBLE PIT GROUP 3
]
X v

F4378

.....

- Pit alignment/boundary
feature

PIT GROUP 1

* Pit groups with extensive
waste material from
crafting, manufacture and
occupation

PIT

PIT GROUP 2 )
428
DOUBLE PIT GROUP 1
N

 Activity continues into
Viking period: limited
settlement evidence
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A pldnhed settlemént?

L The ditch demarcates most
G of the activity

Open for ?a year prior to
activity commencing

Site reorganized in the early

; oth century and the ditch
was re-cut in this location
(Periods 3b and 3c)

Suggests a specific purpose

AXAXAXAXAXAXAX)




0 5 metres
I I 1 . |

: 1
0 15 feet

Up to 20m long
Very shallow post-holes
Internal divisions

Respect site boundaries

Workshops? Halls?

Deliberately dismantled
c.800 prior to site re-
organisation
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Latrine pits, rubbish pits, former
post-holes: refuse shows
evidence for:

Bone and antler working (combs,
knives)

Metal (ferrous and precious)

Leather and other textiles (tools)
Beads, keys, buckles, tools, etc
Jewellery and dress items




Local wares: very
important
assemblage of
hand-made fabrics

East Anglian imports:
lpswich Ware

Continental imports:
Grey and Black
burnished wares

AXAXAXAXAXAXAXA
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Whatisthis?

 Riverside location: trade
* Planned settlement

« Extensive crafting

« Controlled food supply?

 Documentary
references to
merchants

« Imported goods (lava
querns, pottery)

- ‘Eoforwic’ as a Royal
centre?

* Is this a ‘Wic'?

RAXAXAXAXAXAXA
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FOI‘ cmd Ag dinst’

/

* ‘Polyfocal settlement
« ‘Eoforwiceastre’/*Eoforwic’

* Evidence for trade and
production

* Similar to known ‘Wics/,
gsEE)ecmlly the animal bone
ata

* Convincing landscape story?

* Too small? (4ha/40ha)

* Nothing like as planned as
Hamwic, for example

* Finds are similar to other
regional Anglian sites: not
unique?

* More subtle ideas of trade and
economy since 1980s

Y/\ Xﬁzlﬁaeobgy : : :. | s I -




Pre-conquest churches

This is a bit of archaeological

cheating’
Documentary evidence for
two pre-1066 churches within
the 1985/6 and 2001/4
excavation areas:
St Andrew’s and St Helen's
Inferred from deposits and

finds of later date
Burials and dated artefacts

T

S

Building remains

- Landscape analysis
ISISISISISISY,

St Helen
 F T

ToFultord
e
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St Andrew 8 /¢
’P’P’?’P ~C) AD 1195

Vo
¥
¢
L3
"

Referred to in Domesday

Ownership passed through a
number of Norman families
before ending up with a
Hugh Murdac by c.1195

YAT found fragmentary

building traces and several
phases of burial covering the
11th and 12th centuries

The name survived in the
later Priory

i

3
;!’\
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,'St Andrews //¢ .
,-tlmber Church und burlols

Y

/ " » Two groups of burials had

[N e @ T = suffered blade injuries

| ge= R . ‘ O ,

- e > - * Dating was largely through

P, oy QR i o3 typlcoI.Norman pottery types

e ;“___A_j:"". D ==, i . Clustering and landscape
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St Helen's, Fishergate: 2272 - 1536

Identity and
location inferred
from documentary
references and
landscape

Granted to Whitby
Abbey in 11th
century

No direct evidence
for the church
itself

‘/‘/\ X?éllfaeology
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/| StHelen’s, Fishergate: 2722 ~ c1536

Most burials are 14th-15t" century and
are distinct from the Priory

* Building debris and window glass
suggest the church

* United with St Lawrence and not
present on the Speed map of 1610 =

centimetres

W e AXAXAXAXAXAXAXA



~ Gilbertine Priory: c1195 - 1538

: )
L 1
! R B
i
| St Clements %
H Priory
1]
'l \
! \
)
’
.\~~ ‘l
______________ |.
Ak -

‘

o
B
R, \

Ly A

A
StAndrew’s | ¢

Priory ¢ {
H ]
1o §
h §
1
'} |
L A
_________
- = ]
o] 1y
St Haler 1
1
1
{3
(8 Y
1

Extensive evidence for St
Andrew’s Church and
Gilbertine Priory

1985/6 excavation: located
several phases of the
claustral remains

85/6 also found several
phases of monastic burials

2001/4 excavation
investigated the wider
precinct, identifying
industrial activity
undertaken by the Priory
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" The Gilbertine Priory

The Order was founded in 1131
by St Gilbert of Sempringham

Only wholly-English monastic
order

The Priory of St Andrew’s was
founded by Hugh Murdac
c.1195-1202

The original buildings were
heavily modified in the 14th
century

Extensive evidence for the
buildings and occupants but
very little refuse or everyday
items due to survival

Wi AXAXAXAXAXAXAX)




/

(L] Periodea
[C] Projected wall line
E Edge of excavation




{ Fabric of the Priory

Stonework of original Priory was
largely fresh-cut limestone

Surviving fragments are typically
late 12th-early 13t century

W Koty AXAXAXAXAXAXAX)
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| Cemetery c1202 - c1335

- Separation of burials identified

- Monastic burials within the
church and to the south P ,‘ \/ | & ) |
x | & [ ) /

»  Male, some buried with chalices/ = [ _fr==gil |
and patens, most in coffi T i / ,/-eif' ‘ == S
= i = f; [ _‘14 —!

i i, . e ,

- Lay burials to the east P o B e - ey

ST T . ]
-+ Mixed genders ~ S, e e |
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| Cometery c1335-cl38

e Burials resume within the
re-built church

» No clear separation of
monastic or lay burial

« Some individuals have

severe blade injuries red &
’!" e \::\‘,‘,’
i Y
rsemd

v f )
[. =+ \-:;;#“ =

| EN

\\ R

X N
s [ D S l

Period 6c walls 1 double grave I M i _'
E edge of excavation 2 decapitation e 8 g ,
| 3 stone coffin B | :
B et 4 headstone I l
Bl . 5 stone lined e
(o] 10 2I0Melres

*  fablc bt 1 o
" i
3\ Y = k I T T T T T u]
Qo Fig.38 The location and distrabution of Peried 6¢ burials and all other durials which may alw be from this period. Scale 1:200 0 30 60 Feet
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/7 Monastic health and lifestyle

The burials are the
only evidence of
lifestyle

Over 50% of the 190
burials were aged
40+

Health issues mostly
degenerative joint
diseases and dental
loss

‘Famous’ examples:
DISH (fat monks?)
Schmorl’'s nodes
‘Gazza’ knee

\/‘/\ X?crl':aeology
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‘Life'in the Priory:,
.€1202-¢c1335

1985/6 work didn't locate
kitchens or waste disposal

2001/4 work investigated the
Pric?lry precinct: found precinct
wa

Extensive rubbish pits and
unidentified structures

Rich, high-status diet

Clean, unscavanged
environment




Llfe in the Prlory
01335 c.1538

The 2001/4 works
identified a phase of
14th century industrial
activity

Clay quarrying, metal
working, and a
probable pottery kiln
for Humber type
wares

At the time, the first
medieval kiln found
in York

Backfilled with refuse
into the 16t century

EAXAXAXAXAXAXA
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........... 3 Gilbertine Order voluntarily
surrendered their holdings to
| : the crown in 1538

_and of
\’f'f . . -+ Pensions were awarded to
g\ ~=2% SEROESD | "Nyt s —o— the Prior and remaining
(Lariona' . & " canons
LA e ~ + The church rapidly went out
8= o 25 s of use and its precinct
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| PR L \ ou | et development through the
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A fairly brief slideshow of artefacts
from Fishergate

Lucy will talk through some of the
artefacts from the 2021-23
excavations

lan will talk about the archaeology in
more detail using the published plans
and the Gilbertine Priory model
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Roman: AD 71 = ¢.410

Fragments of a Roman sarcophagus, re-used in a 13" century burial at the Priory

The ingcription commemor 1']es the burigl of a ecurl Iry
ofﬂce% by two men called [g cus and M(arcus) Aurel |us? C]

At least 39 century in date

W ks AXAXAXAXAXAXAXA



ROMAN: /-
AD 71 =/¢.410
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Cremation burials excavated by FAS in
2001/4

Juvenile burials in Grey Ware jars, some
ith Ebor Ware flagons; may represent a
family group or a Burial club
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Angl‘icm: worked antler dnd bone
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centimetres



' Anglian; glass beads




Anglian metal work " :
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Medieval grave goods: 13 - 161 centuries

centimetres

« All from FAS 2001/4 EEE - -

investigation of the centimetres
Priory precinct
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/" Medieval artefacts from refuse pits \ /|

centimetres

- All from FAS 2001/4
investigation of
the Priory precinct
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ats Whiskers

YORKS TOP LIVE MUSIC VENUE

PUB PRICES AT THE BAR
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| heard so many stories from
Fishergate people during the Open
Day

Many have been gathered before

Can we find more and bring them
together with the archaeology of
the Rialto?
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