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This year’s AGM is a little later than usual and as well as looking back over the past year, I am 

also looking forward to an exciting year ahead and asking for your ideas. 

 

First, I must express my thanks to the Steering Committee - the mainstay of the group.  They 

have been a great support to me, they organise events and make interesting and useful things 

happen smoothly and are tireless in their pursuit of local history knowledge for all of us! 

 

As well as organising interesting talks and walks, the society undertakes local history research 

and I am very keen to encourage more members to investigate the things that interest you 

about the area, either working alone, or in a team.  There is so much more to discover and it is 

both interesting and rewarding, so why not have a try this year? 

 

This has been a year of many excellent talks and three very interesting walks.  Al Oswald 

explained more about Heslington Hill and Walmgate Stray, Nick Allen showed us the houses, 

nooks and crannies of Heslington and Margaret Scott took us for a voyage down New Walk. 

 

I was sorry to miss the talk by YMT curator Andrew Woods on the Heslington Hoard.  The 

event encouraged some of our members to join a research team at the museum and they have 

already photographed and catalogued over 1800 of the 2800 coins in the hoard, recording 

their diameter, weight, condition, legend, mint, etc.   

 

In June, Dr Peter Addyman, explained the genesis of the York Historical Atlas for our popular 

Festival of Ideas event.  In July, we not only had an interesting talk about windmills, we also 

visited the restored Holgate mill.  At the September meeting, Chris Rock took us through the 

traumatic events 950 years ago at Stamford Bridge, and in October, Chris King took many of 

us back to our younger days with a celebration of 100 years of the Cubs in Fulford. 

 

We have recently been following something of a St Oswald theme, partially because of the 

150th anniversary of the new church.  In November, Louise Wheatley gave us a wonderfully 

illustrated talk on the life and times of St Oswald.  This was followed in March by a church 

history day, including a talk on the stained glass and Louise’s very informative explanatory 

notes on the windows and monuments around the church.   

 

The Oswald theme continues in June this year with our Festival of Ideas conference on the 

mystery of the dedication and age of the old church and its relationship with the village.  This 

event was triggered by the retrieval from storage of research papers and reports from the 

archaeological investigations undertaken in1980 at the old church when it was converted into a 

private house.  These can now be viewed on our website and we have recently succeeded in 

raising enough sponsorship to publish a report on the excavations. 

 



Last year we completed publication of the biographies of the 86 men named on the WW1 

memorial outside St Oswald’s church.  Copies have now been given to Fulford Library and 

both the Fulford Primary and Secondary schools.  Fishergate School has a memorial to its 87 

former pupils and Judy, Barbara, Rosemary, Louise and Liz have researched the school and 

its head teacher, and drafted biographies of all but 4 of these men too.  We hope we will 

discover something about Will and JT Oxtoby, Fred Sutton and Harold Myton in time to mark 

the centenary of the armistice in November 2018.  Judy and Barbara have also found time to 

research the 7 men named on the Heslington church Great War memorial window.  We will 

publish their biographies in a booklet and hold an event in the church on 18th November. 

 

2017 began with Jayne Rimmer explaining how much tree-ring dating techniques have taught 

us about York’s timber-framed buildings and in February, Peter Mott also mixed science with 

history to tell a story of Heslington from glaciation to the present day.  Also in February, Dick 

Reid attracted our biggest-ever audience to hear about his creative life in Fishergate, where he 

and his team designed and built world-class sculptural masterpieces in wood, plaster and 

stone. 

 

At last year’s AGM, I mentioned that we had started work on a walking trail along Fulford’s 

Main Street.  As so often happens, this has involved far more work than I expected and we 

have also spent more on printing it than we intended, but I hope you will agree that the 

resulting leaflet looks terrific.  Special thanks to Martin Lomas for his wonderful drawings and 

attention to detail - this has made such a difference! 

 

Looking to the future, we want to encourage members to become more involved in the work of 

the group, both by joining the Steering Committee and by getting involved in some local history 

research. We have a number of projects we would like to pursue but we need people to get 

involved so we can make some progress.  Members will have their own ideas too and we will 

provide every help and encouragement.  Some suggestions for research include:   

 

 History of the army in Fulford  Suffragettes in our area 

 Naburn Hospital  History of the glass works 

 Nurseries in Fishergate  Farming in Fulford & Heslington 

 The enclosures in Fulford & Heslington  A Walking Trail around Heslington 

 Non-conformism in our area  Education in our area 

 History of the Manor Houses in our area  Iron Age & Roman settlement in our area 

 Henry VIII’s entry into York via Fulford  Germany Beck archaeology discoveries 

 

We are planning a Family History Day on 16th September, where we will have talks and expert 

advisors on hand to help you get started or help with your research – do come along. 

 

Have you looked at our website lately?  It has lots of new local information on it and I am 

always looking for more, so please let me have your suggestions.  http://ffhyork.weebly.com/ 

 

This is a wonderful group, with interesting and warm-hearted members who ask probing 

questions of our speakers.  I look forward to seeing you all at our talks and walks during the 

coming year.  Do Get Involved! 

 

Chris Rainger 

Chairman, April 2017 

http://ffhyork.weebly.com/

