York 800 — A City Making History

Celebrating the 800" Anniversary of York’s Charter
Exhibition Panels made by Dick Raines

YORK 800 -
A CITY MAKING
HISTORY

Exactly 300 yeurs ago King John
took the power to ralse taxes
in York awny from his own Sheriff
and gave it to o group of local
merchants.

He recorded this decision ln
our first clvie charter, signed &
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group of local people gaverning
their ewn city,

Over the next eight centurdes the
Corporation slowly developed Into
the elected Councll of today. Rrukes prisises
veding &
The charter of 1212 was the
first step on the long road

to locol democracy,
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Cing’s Law or God’s?

Medlevul York was transformed b the 15008 by the
Protestant Reformution, Over the nest few decndes I
Wy wes atrlpped of Catholichom, The monsslories and
frinrios werv dosed. The grant shmrch nf 56 Marys
Abhiwy witn used nn o stnbles Thirseen ol the cley’s poorer
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‘Repairing and beautifying the city’

The 1212 charter guve York 'y medieval merchants the
frevdom 1o contred the city'y ccunnmy awd fur M0 yeary it
booused. Tut by 1de tate 16M0s Vork was stuck ia » rwl,
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‘An act of Vandalism!’
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Life wan a dally struggle many working-cays famiiey
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B
‘There must be at least something
that we can give...

In = ety with = rich medieval beritags sare recent histary
b eally metiookod. One hervic group of rosidests whose
coniribution hax been forgatien Ix the York Refagee
Comasitice sad bn pacticalar the Commitiee™s devoted
secretary, Mrs Ditchass
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‘York, do them honour, those
who paid their toll with their all’

136 nm. on the 2908 Aprdl 1942 marked the beginning
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MYSTERY...WHAT'S THE MYSTERY?

The York Cyele of Mysiory Ly 1 serdes of shure
Fellgaens plays, which take the snillenee ss 0 Jwarney frem
tho “Crewtivm af 't Wined! 1o the “Oy of Juigeanwe’, The
playy were first performed by Do mediossl ersft gullds n
he cley, The ‘Mystery ' sl the ke Iy it » retighons sne, bt
relers tn the craft bearnt by the approstices of (e gllis,

18 was nocsmal Tor & gadhd 10 perfonm (e some play each your,
£ hefpad tham Searn the parts and angsme e pmp

« show the Paverons perfonmed the * Jrninw o

« Fiahers mid Marssers parformed

N Lawdng bl Aok v s 1

pay whers

4 snd
i b Mary

Soudier puthly fd L) perform
Memorsada Beoks redond

Ly iors, &

Py The Chy

oy d 1

awierdd rimging Sty of e o doetizy

In 1370 the plays were sopped, aller 2 sredithin of over 200

year, as frey were thought we Cathalle for 1he sew Chisrsh

of Englared, They worw revived in 1951 aa peet of Yord's

ceiebeations fiec the Featival of Dieisain. The York Spols of

\ Flayx, roawre il frow o e v it i e Brinab

Moo Wordafioy Foat 200 May | 950,

Thers was seme oppeaition 10 perfunnicg e Mywiery Mays

o 8 Surdey bocsung of tho Susday Beternainenent Act (932
6 plays Wers & dedgs muceoms, 95/ wax by
v vieale and ke uy ulf Gof krpy!

Utsuls Greatn In 2000, senemtering 195),

b Py 1o Do Tt 2 )
bl ol Dy Wagom, pot fevnng b Cmmh Tl

/\

ot ol A s ved Mpamrp Pups (4 Mo

WL By AN

B e B2 W

i
J

4

,M
,,\ Wa TQ 1

B v
h—-hmﬂ-n- S s wide

VEawnig sing of e srfoite of 1o phps D (4t o
A Sty ik Mook Sy P00 0 Ao Eenh

AT

M Babws Ol Nork Srmet
| wnd ke Pl W 0b )

L8 Trwey Pydery Tieny
by Frmmats Byiond & | B0
My TRty Ohand wim sww
o Wit Fre ] oY ok
g Pk Mg e i

X



'SEVERAL PIGEONS STRUCK
BY LIGHTNING’

The Mysery Plays sre spectacular wherover they nre
performed, whether on wagsns belng pulled rownd the city
Or ulset locatlans like the Meseum Gardens.
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MAKING HISTORY 13

‘HEROD WAS A LEATHER-CLAD

PSYCHOPATH’

Covtusrs and proga belp the medern sedience wndentand
the Mystery Plays, The producer decides on the period in
which the phays are tu be set, sad thes o dedicated team

of sewing voluoteers start enaling the costume.

s of some of the costumes for 1951 are i the archives,
‘ogether with a descrip fahncs for the main characton
Some of Bese were based cn modicval drvwings

b 1554 the Roysd Academy of Dramatic Arts (RADA) ashed
% beerow York's costumes. The Play s wardrobs

Olarve Dench ageeed, *ir wonld b 2 reaf rom,
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Jadi made her scting debt in the production

Foe the 1969 plays sewing staned s carly 25 13 Febuary,
inmally for ong day cach week, Addtional days were quickly
ndded foe the 30 o w0 volemoers, St Mary's Lodge n
Musemin Gardens was wed for e waedrobe — (his was

then used fior drowsing rooms dunng the production.
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Tradawmally the contimen Save boon designed to look
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O BEAUTIFUL POETRY’
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YORK BOO - A CITY MAKING HISTORY 16

CREDITS AND ACKNOWLEDPGEMENTS
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This ex2idition way crrated by o team af 17 velentvers. Working In
Whree (eams they apent 6 meaths tirgiondy rescarching, wilting sad
revising each panel. |t wosdd not Bave bevs possible withowt them:

Pamely 1-5: The Medieval Tesm ~ Encn Lumsdey, Steven Newman,

Jarmes Tynan, Andony Yermamon

Panets & 18; The Modern Team - Sarsh [ivks, Sarsh Cox, Cen Lumicy,
Rebecca Rumcil

Pewely 11-15: The Mystery Pleys Temw - Sadith Hoyle. 3l Robirsiw,
Margaret Scot, Lynda Theuma

Thanks sl 16 Laurs (hesworth and Emma Kenady, who supported and
co-cedinatey B¢ volumoers temaghon the project, and i Dr Kate Harpes of
FakZares md Liam Evame-Ford, Community Producer of the York Mystery:

Plays 2012 for recruiting them

The exhabition volasteers would ks o thank the salT ol the Noslenal Contre
for Early Masic, Yook Musewns Trast, Explovy Ford Libeury Loarming
Cemere, The Natlonal Nailway Musesw snd York Civic Traoe foc theie
invalusdle ssisanco during the project.

The Sapilay wsits waadd foe s cxhibitnn bave bosn Bunded by » pencroat
gt from Yorvesture

Iages ware kindly swgpilied Fy:

All Saints Church, Noeth Sarect, York
& Roger Keech

The British Library

Dick Raines Design Lt [
Merchant Advessaron of York Lexig

The Natiomal Archives Dick Raimes Design Lid

Research C dmarcr &
Froject manager:
Vicsogia Hoyle

National Cenire for Early Music
Professoe Johin A Robinson
Scaence & Society Picture Library
The Wiener Library
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YORK FESTIVAL TRUST

NYSTERY PLAYS IN 2014
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York Festival Trust has been wetive in helping the local

2 \\ b l'\ -
community to cogage with this unique Cycle of Mystery ,‘J ,‘:-8? IV ‘I \J
Pays for many years, Since 1998 we have staged 3 )
quadrennial productions of the Plays, with our next
productions belng 2014 and 2018,

These large scale productions of the plays on waggons
performed at various locations throughout the City haye

met with popular, scaldemibc and critical acclaim, and involye
hundreeds of people from u wide crosssection of the
community. The involvement of the cammunity is an
cswential part of York Festival Trum's mcthod of working
andd the education elements of the project equally Important

We believe it s possible to help York understand its presert
through its past and we are committed 10 giving ordinary
people the chance 1o do something extraoedinary

Over the next 4 years York Festival Trust will contribute
to nurturing and developing artiatic talest within oue eity;
CREARC an cven greater diversity of participants; and
establish & {iom financial footing for its future work

bewe phokon show mTnes
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1 the Mystery Playy tn the
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